
1 

 

It Is Well With My Soul  |  Romans 8:31-39  |  September 18, 2016 

Sunday Theme:  More than Conquerors 

 

Horatio Spafford (1828-1888) “It Is Well with My Soul” published in 1876 

 

Spafford was a fairly wealthy Chicago lawyer during the last half of the 1800’s. He and his wife Anna 

were close friends with evangelist Dwight L. Moody.   In addition to his partnership in a large law firm, 

Spafford invested heavily in north side Chicago real estate. 

  

Does the date October 8, 1871, sound a bit familiar to you?  That was the day Peshtigo and much of 

northeast Wisconsin burned to ashes, killing over 2000.  It was also the day of the Great Chicago Fire 

and the destruction of almost all of Spafford’s real estate holdings….tragedy #2 in his life, because 

earlier in the year tragedy #1 was his young son’s dying from pneumonia. 

  

Recovery was difficult.  Spafford arranged a trip to Europe for himself, his wife, and their 4 daughters.  It 

was to be an R and R trip for the family.  They also planned to join Moody and his music director and 

soloist Ira Sankey for a few evangelistic meetings. 

  

While Spafford finished up some last minute business that delayed his departure, Anna and the 4 

daughters and 309 other passengers boarded the Ville du Harve and set sail for England.  On November 

22, 1873, four days after leaving New York, the Ville du Harve collided with the Loch Earn and sank in 12 

minutes.  226 died, including the 4 daughters.  Anna clung to a piece of wreckage and was saved.  9 days 

later she arrived in Wales and telegraphed her husband:  “Saved alone, what shall I do?” 

  

Spafford boarded the next available ship, and according to a daughter born years later, Spafford’s ship 

followed the same lane as the Ville du Harve and passed over the area where the collision occurred.  It 

was during this grief filled trip that he wrote “It Is Well with My Soul.”  

  

Look at the words of the hymn again and you can almost feel his grief.  Look at the references to water, 

waves, the sea. 

  

Somehow a peace that the world cannot provide carried him and Anna through the darkest of days and 

months and years that followed.   Eventually 3 more children were born and again tragedy stuck when 

another son, age 4, died from scarlet fever. 

  

As the century drew to a close, Spafford and Anna and the 2 remaining children moved to Jerusalem and 

ran a children’s home.  

  

Horatio Gates Spafford died from malaria on October 16, 1888 and is buried in Jerusalem. 

 

[Researched & Written by Lyle Espenscheid] 
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Conquerors = upervikomen  [Present Active Indicative 1
st

 Person Plural – upernikao] 

Lexicon 

A heightened form of nikan prevail completely, we are winning a most glorious victory (Rom 8:37).  1034   

[NOTE:  this compound word uper-nikan is the only NT usage.  The nikan word group, however, has 

greater usage.] 

Nikan 

(1) to win in the face of obstacles, be victor, conquer, overcome, prevail (Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 

12, 21; 6:2; 15:2; 21:7).  (2) to overcome someone, vanquish, overcome… (3) to surpass in 

ability, outstrip, excel.  673 

TDNT, Vol. IV 

Usage outside the NT:  The word group denotes “victory” or “superiority,” whether in the [physical, legal 

or metaphorical sense…  The basic sense of genuine superiority and overwhelming success generally 

remains.  It is also generally assumed that [conquering] is demonstrated by an action, by the overthrow 

of an opposing force, and that the success is palpable and manifest to all eyes.  942 

The Greek translation of the Bible [the LXX or the Septuagint] yield no very striking data regarding the 

use of the word group…  However, the watchword is [Theos viknv = God Conquers], 1 Chron 29:11. 

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever.  Yours, O Lord, is the 

greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the 

heavens and in the earth is yours.  Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head 

above all.  Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all.  In your hand are power 

and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.  And now we thank 

you, our God, and praise your glorious name.  I Chronicles 29:11-13 

The usage in the NT:  The decisive but unrecognized victory of Christ is in view in the only Johannine 

saying of Jesus in which the group occurs, Jn. 16:33 – “I have overcome the world”…  The word nikao is 

in the NT a word of promise, an eschatological word [forward looking].  It rests on the fact that God 

makes believers His children and that through faith in His promise it makes men victors.  Hence the 

promised victory is present already, I John 5:4 f.   

For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world.  And this is the victory that has 

overcome the world—our faith.  Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  I John 5:4 

Upernikao – This rare word is used in Romans 8:37, “we win the supreme victory through Him who 

loved us.”  944-945 

Constantine Campbell, Paul and Union With Christ, (Zondervan, 2012) 
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“Height or depth, or any other created thing will have the power to separate us from the love of  

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord!” Romans 8:39.   

Nothing is able to separate believers from his love; such does not sound like from afar—it is personal 

and imminent.  Thus, the Trinitarian nature of God’s love means that it is both mediated through Christ 

and, yet, is personally imminent, such that any kind of separation from it is impossible.  130 

 

John Ortberg, All the Places To Go, (Tyndale, 2015) 

The most important words in Israel’s life were door words.  They come from Deuteronomy 6;4-5: 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your strength. 

These words were called the Shema, from the first Hebrew word, which means “hear.”  The Israelites 

were to remember and talk about these words when they went in and when they went out.  They were 

to write them on the doorposts of their houses and on their gates.  They would come to be called 

mezuzahs, handwritten, tightly rolled parchment scrolls enclosed in small containers and placed on the 

door.  Twenty-two lines containing the first two paragraphs of the Shema.  On the back of the 

parchment would be inscribed the single word: Shaddai—“Almighty.”  The three consonants in this word 

were thought to be an acronym for “Guardian of the Doors of Israel.” 

It was to be a reminder that God was watching over them at all times.  In Hebrew, the phrase “when you 

go in and when you go out” was an all-inclusive description of the totality of a person’s life.  This is an 

important point, because I often think that what I need in order to be free of anxiety is a guaranteed 

outcome.  But I’m wrong.  It’s not what’s on the other side of the door that gives me confidence to go 

through; it’s the one who goes with me. 

For I’ll tell you another secret about open doors.  What we want most is not what lies behind the door.  

What we want most is the one who opens it.  Always, when we go through the opened door, we go with 

him.  He meets human beings at the threshold.  The magic of the open door is not the new 

circumstances or job or location or accomplishment.  It’s actually being with him that turns where we 

are into Wonderland. 

God’s presence and power make us safer than any merely human-powered protection ever could.  This 

promise is behind one of the great pictures of the Old Testament: 

Life up your heads, you gates;  

be lifted up, you ancient doors,  

that the King of Glory may come in. 



4 

 

Who is this King of glory? 

The Lord strong and mighty, 

The Lord mighty in battle.  (Psalm 24:7-8) 

Because doors were the most vulnerable part of ancient city walls, they were not to be opened easily.  

Once open, any enemy could rush in and overwhelm the city.  But in this case they were to be opened, 

for in this case it was safety that was coming into the city.  From a human perspective, the great enemy 

is Death, our final, fearsome foe.  In the ancient world, stoicism rather than hope when facing death was 

regarded as the most admirable and fitting virtue.  The man who had mastered his inner fears and 

anxieties was said to be a “Conqueror.” 

Paul chose his words carefully: “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship 

or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? . . .  No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us” (Romans 8:35, 37).  “More than conquerors” is more than a 

phrase.  It’s a claim.  It’s a promise.  The ultimate battle is not me fighting my fears of undefeatable 

doom.  It is Christ defeating doom.   

The wall is not all.  Only keep following.  There will be a door.  You’ll recognize it by the sign: “More than 

Conquerors.”  242-245  

 


