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We are beginning a new series on the fruit of the Spirit.  This week will be an introduction to 

our subject beginning with the text from John’s gospel on Christ being the vine producing 

good fruit.  Our primary text will be Galatians 5:13-26 where Paul lists the fruit of the Spirit.  

This week study is on the word fruit.   

Along with the following lexical information regarding our subject muse on these questions: 

1. What does it mean to you that Christ is the vine and you are a branch? 

2. Describe the “connection” as fully as you can? 

3. How do you cultivate, maintain, grow that “connection”?   

4. Does this passage suggest I will not bear fruit [good fruit] without this connection to 

Christ?  Can you point to an experience where this bears out?   

Fruit = karpos 

NIDNTT, Vol. 1 

In the Old Testament LXX [the Greek translation of the OT around 300 B.C.] karpos stands 

chiefly for the Hebrew peri which in the OT is used for the fruit of plants (Deut 1:25; Mal 

3:11), but also for the fruit of the body, posterity (Gen 30:2; Deut 7:13; Mic 6:7; Ps 21:11),  

Finally it is used metaphorically for the fruit of an action (Hos 10:13; Jer 6:19; 17:10).  721 

New Testament – the Primary Meaning.  Karpos occurs in the NT 66 times, mostly in Mt 

21:19 and parallels; 13:8; Lk 12:17) or the produce of the earth (Jas 5:7, 18; cf Lk 20:10). 

Passages like James 5 make it clear that man can prepare for and encourage the growth of 

fruit by his labors, but he can expect and receive it only as a gift.  The seed and harvest are 

bestowed upon him.  To what extent the growth of fruit is removed from human will-power 

is also shown by the fact it ripens at its appointed time (Mt 21:34).  Its form is not optional, 

but is determined from the fruit to the plant (Mt 12:33; 7:16, 20).  This applies not only to 

the species but to quality.  Matthew especially contrasts good fruit with bad fruit (Mt 3:10; 

7:17-19) or rotten fruit (Mt 12:33; Lk 6:43).  The point is to show that fruit which does not 

come up to expectation is useless and that which bears it (the tree, Mt 7:19; Lk 3:9; 13:6 ff) 

is designated as unusable.  722 

Extended Meaning.  The passages under “Primary Meaning” are not concerned with the 

picture of the processes of nature but with man before God.  This applies even more to the 

remaining passages in which the idea of fruit is applied to man’s life.  There are often 

connected with the verbs poiein (do) and pherein (bear, bring forth).  The verbal compound 

karpophorein (bear fruit) occurs 8 times in the Synoptics and Paul.  722 



When, according to the synoptic, John the Baptist demanded good deeds from men as fruit 

of repentance (Mt 3:8), the use of the term fruit expressly indicates that it is not a question 

of deliberate, self-determined action on man’s part.  Rather it is that “fruit-bearing” which 

follows from his turning to God and the power of the Spirit working in him.  When Jesus 

taught that true disciples are recognized as such precisely by their fruits (Mt 7:16 ff.) which 

they bear in true discipleship, the meaning is that their faith shows itself alive in their love.  

In receiving divine love, they will love; in receiving forgiveness, they will forgive.  In short, 

the sanctification which has come to them and is going on in them is expressed by their 

giving God the honour.  At the same time they put at the disposal of others the benefit of 

the divine working in them through which they do and say.  The graphic pronouncement, 

that every tree without fruit will be condemned in the judgment of God (Mt 3:10; 7:19; Lk 

13:6), also raises the question of the outworking of faith in the man who has received the 

word.  722 

In John the expression karpon pherein (bear fruit) is used especially in Jn 15:2ff., where 

Jesus’ disciples’ close fellowship with eh Lord is seen as the secret of the power to bear 

fruit.  His death is the soil out of which rich fruit grows (Jn 12:24); his death on the cross 

brings about redemption for men.  As the vine (i.e. here the tree of life), he sends through 

his branches that life-giving power which is the perquisite and means of faith.  Man can 

indeed accomplish moral and technical achievements by his natural gifts.  But the “fruit of 

the gospel” (Luther) – that which God expects from man – can grow only from the soil of 

obedience, which essentially consists in recognition of the bond between creator and 

creature, established by the death of Christ.  He no longer needs to consider his own 

achievements.  Freed from the anxiety of failure, he is capable of the highest endeavor 

(“more fruit”, Jn 15:2, 5, 8).  Because the source of his capacity to bear fruit lies outside 

himself, the yield is certain.  It counts and abides for eternal life (Jn 4:36; 15:16).  722-723 

Paul recognizes the good deed as the frit of faith, righteousness, Phil 1:11; so too Hb 12:11; 

Jas 3:18) and light (Eph 5:9), produced by God himself, Jesus Christ or the Holy Spirit.  Paul 

sharply distinguishes it from man’s own striving to attain salvation (Gal 5:22); Col 1:10).  The 

term ergon (work) which comes from the world of techniques and craftsmanship, signifying 

what man produces by his own efforts, is used comparatively seldom in a positive sense.  

On the other hand, karpos which comes from the realm of natural growth signifies that 

which grows as a matter of course, drawing on the life-giving power of the tree or soil (Mk 

4:28).  723 

 


