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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come.   

Beginning our new series “What’s New” I am intrigued with similarities between the concept of newness 

and how it seems to be rooted in personhood/being; and also, how it relates to the notion of reality 

being pregnant with indeterminate prospects.  Think about the person you are closest to – is not your 

“relationship” always “new” – “changing” – “expanding” – “unique”?   

Does not this following quote from Meek in Contact with Reality, bring texture and vibrance to the 

concept of new?   

Polanyi says that our conceptions are intimations of reality; he does not say that they are 

representations of reality.  [Why?] Given the inexhaustibility of reality, this would be out of the 

question.  Successful contact [with reality and truth] reveals an aspect of reality—and one 

pregnant with future prospects.  Page 166 

 

In Christ = en Christoi 

Constantine R. Campbell, Paul and Union with Christ: An Exegetical and Theological Study, 

(Zondervan, 2012). 

Here we witness a direct correlation between being in Christ and a new creation.  [Footnote #92:  Martin 

reads in Christ as modifying new creation, not if anyone, thus producing the sense of a ‘new 

eschatological situation which has emerged from Christ’s advent’; Martin, 2 Corinthians, 152.  This 

reading, however, goes against the most natural way to take the Greek, in which in Christ modifies that 

which it directly follows (cf. Hughes, Barnett, Kruse).]  Anyone who is to be described as in Christ must 

therefore have attained the status of a new creation.  Again, the most likely sense of in Christ here is the 

portrayal of the realm of Christ, under which the status of new creation belongs.  This is underscored by 

the realm contrast inherent to the verse (new creation; old things gone; new things come).  117 

With respect to in Christ, we note the results of “New Status in Christ”.  The status of believers in Christ 

is an essential element of Christian living, since Paul is concerned to teach believers how properly to 

identify and understand themselves in light of Christ.  In Christ is directly connected to the sphere of 

Christian living in relation to the following themes: being alive to God (Rom 6:11), being free from 

condemnation (8:1), being part of one body (12:5), being a new creation (2 Cor 5:17), being children of 

God (Gal 3:26), being one in Christ Jesus (3:28), and Gentiles being partners with Jews in the promise of 

God (Eph 3:6).  370 

The description of believers as a new creation is grounded in their being in Christ.  Union with Christ, 

therefore, is a direct concern of this verse.  428 

New creation = kainos ktisis 
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New and old are correlative and contrary ideas.  In temporal terms that which is neos, new, young and 

previously non-existent stands over against that which was at the beginning…  kainos, new in the 

qualitative sense of something previously unknown, unprecedented, marvelous.  In the course of time 

the differences of meaning between neos and kainos became blurred, even to the point of occasional 

synonymity.  But the NT has significantly used kainos with its more qualitative sense in order to give 

expression to the fundamentally new character of the advent of Christ.  669-670 

In 2 Corinthians 5:17 Paul declares: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has 

passed away, behold the new has come.”  Although the word ktisis here can mean creature, it more 

frequently means creation.  It may also be noted that the words “he is” are absent from the Greek which 

has no verb at this point.  C. K. Barrett translates the verse: “A further consequence is that if anyone is in 

Christ, there is a new act of creation: all old things have gone, behold new things have come into being.”  

Barrett links the verse with vv. 14 f. and sees ver. 16 and 17 as parallel, being negative and positive 

statements of the same truth.  He regards the phrase “in Christ” not as mystical but as eschatological, “a 

transference by faith in Christ, who experienced the messianic affliction and was raised from the dead as 

the firstfruits of the resurrection from the present age into the age to come.”  As such it is “a new act of 

creation”, analogous to the original creative act by which the world came into being.  Ktisis, therefore, 

refers not to the believer in the first instance, but to the creative act of God.  Its meaning is essentially 

the same as that in Gal 6:15, and it takes up Paul’s earlier thought of God’s new creative act in Christ in 2 

Cor 4:6: “For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ who has shone in our hearts to give 

the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ” (cf. Gen 1:3).  671-672 

Has come = gegonen [Perfect Active Indicative 3rd Person Singular – ginomai] 

Interestingly the Greek perfect tense, which does not exist in English, refers to a past event taking place 

as a finished act with continuing results into the future – thus, always becoming new.   Our text may be 

translated: In Christ we have, and continue to be and become, new creations.   

 

Gerald Bray, Ed., Ancient Christian Commentary of Scripture: New Testament VII, 1-2 

Corinthians, (Inter Varsity Press, 1999).   

Saint Augustine [5
th

 Century] on 2 Corinthians 5:17: 

We are then truly free when God orders our lives, that is, forms and creates us not as human beings—

this he has already done—but as good people, which he is now doing by his grace, that we may indeed 

be new creatures in Christ Jesus.  Accordingly the prayer: “Create in me a clean heart, O God” [Psalm 

51:10].  249 

Chrysostom [4
th

 Century]: 

Do you see why faith in Christ and the return to virtue are called a new creation?  I exhort you, 

therefore, both you who have previously been initiated and you who have just now enjoyed the 

Master’s generosity, let us all listen to the exhortation of the apostle, who tells us: “The former things 

have passed away; behold, they are all made new.”  Let us forget the whole past and, like citizens in a 

new world, let us reform our lives, and let us consider in our every word and deed the dignity of him 

who dwells within us.  250 


