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The New Commandment may be summarized as, a reasonable commitment and submission to the 

Lord and to one another as we walk in a manner of our calling in agape love.   

The English word command translates four Greek words: dogma, meaning decree, ordinance, decision, 

command, doctrine, dogma; paragello, order, give orders, command, instruct, direct; keleuo, command, 

order; and entole (the most frequently used and having the greatest theological depth) meaning, command, 

commandment, order.   

This New Commandment is rooted in the person of Christ “fulfilling” the demands of the commandment 

through undiluted obedience to His Father; that in-turn transfers to the Christian being in Christ, a new 

creation, thus fulfilling completely the Commandment by walking, living, in love for one-another. 

Commandment = entole 

NIDNTT, Vol. 1 

Old Testament – the verb is found approximately 400 times in the LXX…  The Hebrew words hoq, huqqah 

merits special attention.  It means literally what I established, engraved (in stone), carved, fixed in writing, 

and therefore a statute.  It is often used in Deuteronomic theology for the unaltered handing  of the tradition 

that is necessary for life; the instruction of children in the confession (Deut 6:24); instructions for feasts (Deut 

16:12; the laws regulating the life of Israel at the renewal of the covenant (Deut 28:15); David’s testament to 

Solomon (1 Sam 2:3); the prophetic designation of Jeroboam as king (1 Ki 11:38).  In this tradition these 

statutes are handed down and experienced.  God’s covenant, the law, justice, commandments and 

ordinances are thus realized.  This may be seen in God’s answer to the prayer of Solomon (1 Ki 3:14).  The 

underlying relationship of God to his people is determined by the commandments proclaimed to them and 

their obedience in return.  330-332 

In the strictly regulated life of the Qumran community the supervision of moral behavior appears to have 

been ensured.  On the other hand, the Judaism of the synagogues suffered from an atomistic ethic which 

fragmented everything into nothing but individual demands and individual acts…  Judaism at the time of 

Jesus thus lived in a tension.  334 

New Testament – According to the synoptics, Jesus’ teaching entered without reserve into the divisive 

discussion of the commandments.  Jesus refused to participate in casuistry or set up a hierarchical scale 

which would distinguish between the least, and therefore dispensable commandments entole as an 

individual commandment, (Matt 5:19) and a great commandment in the sense of an omni-comprehensive, 

unified law.  334 

Jesus taught that love of God and love of man were inseparable.  Beside the first great commandment, there 

is a “second like it. . . .  On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets” (Matt  2:39 f.).  

By relating the commandment to its original sense of an offer of life springing from the love of God, it is 

possible both to love God and one’s neighbor in gratitude…  Jesus brought word and action into a unity.  He 
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stands in contrast to his opponents who burdened men with commandments (Matt 23:4; cf. Lk 11:46; Matt 

11:28 ff.).  Jesus displayed a prophetic and regal authority over the commandment…  Jesus fulfilled utterly 

and completely the commandment of God to abandon self for mankind (Matt 26:39; Mk 14:36; Lk 22:42; cf. 

Phil 2:8; Jn 19:30).  Hence, the Johannine writings can rightly speak of a “new commandment” (Jn 13:34 and 

often).  335 

There is no basic contradiction when Paul, like Jesus (cf. Matt 19:17), urges men to keep “the 

commandments of God” (1 Cor 7:19).  Gal 5:6 and 6:15 have the same premise (neither circumcision counts 

for anything nor uncircumcision, but . . .).  These passages show that faith which works through love (Gal 5:6) 

and the new creation (Gal 6:15) provides the presupposition for keeping the commandments.  336 

In John entole is used virtually exclusively in relation to the only Son, the revealer…  Just as the Father’s 

commands to Jesus (Jn 15:10) constitute one command (12:49 f.), so he speaks now of his commands (15:10; 

14:15, 21) and now of his command (13:34; 15:12).  His commands are really only one command, the 

command to love (15:12).  

The new entole of Jesus to His disciples is the command to love.  It is given its deepest basis in Jn 

13:34.  The new factor is not the law of love as such, nor a new degree of love, but its Christological 

foundation.  They are to love one another as those who are loved by Jesus. . . . The entolai, always 

summed up in the one command of love, do not imply a Jewish multiplicity of ordinances, but the 

radiating of the one entole out into the manifoldness of the obedient life.  Schrenk, TDNT Vol !!, 553 

f.  337 

The command of the Father is eternal life (12:50), not because anyone could fulfil it and thus gain eternal life, 

but because the fulfilment of this command by the Son means eternal life for the world.  Through keeping 

the Father’s commands, the Son loves the Father (14:31).  The Son remains in the love of the Father, i.e. in 

the love with which the Father loves him (15:10).  This love is not a mystical or purely inner-trinitarian love; it 

is active in history (3:16).  It means the giving of the Son through the Father and the self-giving of the Son for 

the disciples (14:9; 15:12 ff.).  337-338 

“And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 

another, just as he has commanded us” (1 Jn 3:23; cf. Gal 5:6; 1 Cor 7:19).  The idea of the commandment 

can also be given a new meaning.  God’s timing (Kairos) adds a new perspective.  “Yet I am writing to you a 

new commandment, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light 

is already shining” (1 Jn 2:8).  338 

Note: Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled 

the law (Romans 13:8).  Also verse 10, Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 

fulfilling of the law. 

Fulfill – pleroo 

TDNT Vol VI 

In Paul always of the total legal demand of the law (nomos) (Rom 13:8; Gal 5:14) which the Christian “fulfils 

completely.”  He can do this only because sin has no more hold over him.  Definitive judgment has been 

passed on sin itself in its original sphere of dominion by the act of God in Christ, who creates a new life in the 

believer through His Spirit, Rom 8:4, 9 f.  The claim of the law is completely fulfilled by love for one’s 

neighbor, Rom 13:8; Gal 5:14…  The agape love has fulfilled the Law so that it has no further demands to 

make of him (perfect tense – happening at a point in time with ever continuing results).  292-293 


