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The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  And he was in the wilderness 

forty days, being tempted by Satan.  And he was with the wild animals, and the angels 

were ministering to him. 

This week we begin Lent, a season of death, sacrifice, fasting, relinquishing ourselves.  It is not a season I 

cherish like I do Advent, yet it is so very important.  This year I invite you to look, lean, and open yourself 

to this way; this rugged way of thorns and pebbles in the shoe.  I desire to be shaped by His love even in 

my brokenness.  Welcome to Lent!   

We begin with two perspectives from 35,000 feet; the first is that all important humility in our knowing 

labeled servant thinking by Esther L. Meek; the second, Enemy -Occupied Territory, from C.S. Lewis.   

Speaking the Truth In Love: The Theology of John Frame (P & R Publishers, 2009) 

Frame strove to develop an account of “servant thinking.”  All of life is about knowing God as Lord.  This 

is literally true!  For everything that exists, from least to greatest, exists by virtue of being convenantally 

known, and thus constituted as real, by God.  That is what the covenantal lordship of God entails.  All 

that is known into existence by him is thereby dependent on him, existing for his praise, before his gaze 

in interpersonal relationship with one who both transcends (in authority and power) and is near (in 

intimate solidarity)—as the best sort of father-child relationship, the best sort of king-subject 

relationship.   Created reality just is this covenant relationship with the Lord.  Creation knows God as 

Lord, or it doesn’t exist!  But knowing, on any reckoning of what knowing is, is only part of that reality-

encompassing relationship.  614 

The C.S. Lewis Bible (Harper One, 2010). 

One of the things that surprised me when I first read the New Testament seriously was that it talked so 

much about a Dark Power [like Darth Vader] in the universe—a mighty evil spirit who was held to be the 

Power behind death and diseases, and sin.  The difference is that Christianity thinks this Dark Power was 

created by God, and was good when he was created, and went wrong.  Christianity agrees with Dualism 

that this universe is at war.  But it does not think this is a war between independent powers.  It thinks it 

is a civil war, a rebellion, and that we are living in a part of the universe occupied by the rebel. 

Enemy-occupied territory—that is what this world is.  Christianity is the story of how the rightful king 

has landed, you might say landed in disguise, and is calling us all to take part in a great campaign of 

sabotage.  When you go to church you are really listening in to the secret wireless from our friends: that 

is why the enemy is so anxious to prevent us from going.  He does it by playing on our conceit and 

laziness and intellectual snobbery.  I know someone will ask me, “Do you really mean, at this time of 

day, to re-introduce our old friend the devil—hoofs and horns and all?”  Well, what the time of day has 

to do with it I do not know.  And I am not particular about the hoofs and horns.  But in other respects my 

answer is “Yes, I do.”  I do not claim to know anything about his personal appearance.  If anybody really 

wants to know him better I would say to that person, “Don’t worry.  If you really want to, you will.  

Whether you’ll like it when you do is another question.”  1380 – from Mere Christianity 

 

NIDNTT [New International Dictionary of the New Testament], Vol 3 

Being tempted – peirazomenos  [Present Passive Participle Nominative Masculine Singular – peirazo] 



NOTE:  The verbal noun, being tempted, comes from the root word peira meaning, attempt, trial, 

experiment.   

In the Old Testament LXX (Greek translation of the Hebrew, around 300 B.C.) perirazo stands exclusively 

for the Hebrew nasah, meaning test – such as Genesis 22:1-2, After these things God tested Abraham 

and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.”  He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, 

whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 

mountains of which I shall tell you.”  The terms (both verb and noun) are found throughout the OT in 

their purely secular senses: to try to do something; to test, to make a test of, try something out; to test, 

put to the proof.  799 

In the OT, especially in Deuteronomy the ideas of tempting and putting to the test become religious 

concepts.  Unbelief and presumption, disobedience and murmuring among the people constitute a 

challenge to Yahweh, putting him to the test.  Conversely, Yahweh may put his people to the test.  B. 

Gerhardsson points out that the Hebrew verb nasah “seems to imply primarily a testing of the partner in 

the covenant to see whether he is keeping his side of the agreement. . . . It is important to note that 

JHWH is not said to test heathen people, but only his own, the people of his own possession.   When the 

term is used of an individual, it is always a pious man, never an ungodly one.  Conversely, when Israel is 

the subject of the verb, it is always JHWH and not other gods who are tested.  The covenant means that 

JHWH will be the God of his covenant people, will be ‘near them’, ‘in their midst’, ‘with them’ and will 

fulfil all the obligations that pertain to divinity; giving to his people all that belongs to the divine blessing 

(brkh): life, health, power, food, fertility, riches, protection, victory, etc. (Exodus 6:7, I will take you to be 

my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the Lord your God, who has brought you 

out from under the burdens of the Egyptians).  799 

Testing is one of the means by which God carries out his saving purposes.  The person concerned often 

does not know until afterwards whether or why God has been testing him, when he is enabled to come 

out of tribulation strong in faith, having been preserved, proved, purified, disciplined and taught.  

Abraham later because an oft-quoted example of the man kept through great testing.  Israel also knew 

about defeat, when the testing caused people to be led astray and to fall away from God.  God is the 

one who works in everything, and therefore he is the one who tests.  This was required by the strongly 

monotheistic idea of God.  In his activity within history the one God reveals himself by various 

attributes.  The man who belongs to God’s people strives to know these attributes, to acquire the 

knowledge of God in grace and in judgment.  801 

In the New Testament the intensive from peirazo, to try, test, put on trial, tempt, is used 36 times (12 

times in the Synoptic Gospels [Matthew, Mark and Luke] exclusively for the temptation of Jesus by Satan 

or Jesus’ opponents.  803 

Jesus was the subject of temptation throughout his life.  This is brought out particularly by Luke (4:13; 

22:28) and Hebrews (2:18; 4:15).  For this very reason he can help his disciples in their temptations.  

Because he is without sin, the power of Satan is constantly provoked to attack him in many forms.  

When his opponents tried to take him in with trick-questions, it was only a covering action (MK 10:2; 

12:15; Mt 22:35; Lk 10:25; Jn 8:6).  Because of false, human expectations among the people, the 

Pharisees and the disciples were never seeking to appropriate Jesus.  They thus represent temptations 

and hindrances for the messiah, who is obedient to God (Mk 8:11).  In the struggle in Gethsemane Jesus 

even prays the Father to remove the cup from him (Mk 14:35 ff.).  804 

The nature of the constant temptations in the life of Jesus is epitomized in the story of the temptations 

which preceded Jesus’ public ministry (Mt 4:1-4; Mk 1:12 f.; Lk 4:1-13).  All three evangelists point out 

that it was the Spirit which led Jesus into the wilderness where he was tempted by Satan, Matthew’s 

infinitive clause suggests that this was the purpose of the Spirit’s leading; Mathew and Luke use the 

word diabolos (Accuser); Mark has Satanas (Satan).  804 


