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Jesus wept.  John 11:35 

Theologian Timothy George provides a picture of the backdrop surrounding our text, Jesus 

wept, in his article, The Roar Heard Round the World, in First Things, 4.17.17.   

The story of Jesus’s raising from the dead of Lazarus of Bethany, as recorded in John 

11, is one of the great miracle stories in the New Testament, and a favorite text of 

Eastertide.  The entire story is framed around three surprising, unexpected actions 

that Jesus took, each of which poses a question about who Jesus was and the kind of 

God he came to reveal.  Jesus waited (11:6): Why the delay?  Jesus wailed or raged 

(11:33): Why the anger?  And Jesus wept (11:35) Why the grief? 

The Greek word dakruo [wept], given here in the aorist tense [a point in time past], 

is found nowhere else in the New Testament, although the cognate noun dakruon 

occurs ten times in other places.  As used of Jesus in this setting, dakrusen means 

more than to shed a few tears.  It means something like “he burst out crying” or, as 

Dale Bruner has put it, “Jesus bawled.”  The tears of Jesus in verse 35 shows his deep 

identification with those who are grief-stricken.  It reveals the breaking of his heart 

for others whose own hearts are broken.  Here Jesus weeps with those who weep, 

even as he learned obedience through what he suffered.  As the writer to the 

Hebrews puts it: “In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 

with loud cries and tears, to the One who was able to save him from death, and he 

was heard because of his reverent submission” (Heb 5:7).  Calvin warned against our 

treating Christ as a stern Stoic, a savior impervious to the sighs and groans of his 

brothers and sisters.  On display at the tomb of Lazarus is not only the divine 

authority of Jesus but also his deep human involvement in the death of his friend 

and its effects on those who mourned his loss. 

 

I asked Google Why do humans cry? and found the following article in Psychology Today, 

4.23.18, written by John Connor who leans on the extensive research of Dutch psychologist 

Ad Vingerhoets: 

To begin with, emotionally crying appears to be a uniquely human behavior…  For 

the most part, only humans routinely cry out of sadness and other complex 

emotions.  Interestingly, humans cry in the context of certain stereotypical emotions 

as well as their apparent opposite, or “counterpart,” feeling.  For example, we might 
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cry out of grief at a funeral for the death of a loved one, but also with elation at the 

birth of a newborn child…  Perhaps crying helps us to communicate what we’re 

feeling in a way that language cannot.   

It has been over two millennia since Hippocrates theorized that the function of 

crying is to release “ill humors” from the brain, and since Aristotle wrote that crying 

“cleanses the mind.”  Philosophically, it’s a truism to say that emotional states are 

relative: In order to know happiness, we need to experience sadness.  What remains 

unproven is whether the ancient Greeks were right—whether crying is part of a 

reparative process that helps us to focus on sadness and really experience it on a 

visceral level, both physically and emotionally, clearing the way so that there’s room 

to feel, and remember feeling, better again.  If this idea is supported by future 

research, we may be able to one day state with confidence a popular adage of 

psychotherapy: Sometimes we need to feel worse before we can feel better; and 

crying helps to get us there. 

 

Again, the Greek word used for wept is dakruo – which in its verb form is only used in this 

verse throughout the New Testament.  The noun, dakruon is used 10 times:  

Mark 9:20-24 

And they brought the boy to him.  And when the spirit saw him, immediately in convulsed 

the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth.  And Jesus asked 

his father, “How long has this been happening to him?”  And he said, “From childhood.  And 

it has often cast him into the fire and into water, to destroy him.  But if you can do 

anything, have compassion on us and help us.”  And Jesus said to him, “If you can!  All 

things are possible for one who believes.”  Immediately the father of the child cried out and 

said, “I believe; help my unbelief!”   

Luke 7:38, 44 

One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and 

took his place at the table.  And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she 

learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of 

ointment, and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her 

tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with 

the ointment. 

Acts 20:18-21 

And when they came to Paul, he said to them:  “You yourselves know how I lived among 

you the whole time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, serving the Lord with all 

humility and with tears and with trails that happened to me through the plots of the Jews; 
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how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in 

public and from house to house, testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance 

toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

2 Corinthians 2:4 

I wrote to you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause 

you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I have for you.   

Hebrews 5:7-8 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 

tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 

reverence.  Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 

Hebrews 12:17 

…like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal.  For you know that afterward, when he 

desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, thou he 

sought it with tears. 

Revelation 7:17 

“For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to 

springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

Revelation 21:4 

“God will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 

there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

 

Along with our word, dakruo, other Greek words are used in the New Testament 

representing our English words, to cry and to weep: 

Laughter and tears, and joy and sorrow belong together as elements of human 

emotion.  Sorrow may manifest itself in weeping, or other outward demonstrations 

of grief of remain concealed as inner anguish.  In Greek several verbs are used to 

express this range of emotions, klaio, weep, cry out, expresses man’s immediate and 

outward reaction to suffering.  Kopto stresses the aspect of public grief, which can 

manifest itself in various customs a such as smiting the breast, cutting oneself, 

wailing or singing set funeral dirges.  Lypeo covers the widest range from physical 

pain to inward grief; in general, it means in the active to give pain, and in the passive 

to be grieved.  NIDNTT, Vol. II, page 416 

  

 


