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He Is Risen  |  Mark 16:1-8  |  1 April 2018 

Fasten your seatbelts and pray for courage and wisdom – He is Risen!  “The resurrection is not, as it 

were, a highly peculiar event within the present world (though it is that as well); it is, principally, the 

defining event of the new creation, the world that is being born with Jesus.”  Wright, Surprised, 73 

 

N. T. Wright, How God Became King: The Forgotten Story of the Gospels, (Harper One, 2011). 

Here is the heart of the gospels.  The more you tell the story of Jesus and pray for his Spirit, the more 

you discover what the church should be doing in the present time.  Because the gospels are the 

foundational charter for the church’s life, they must be stories primarily about Jesus; otherwise the 

church would be rooted in itself.  Here we find, in fact, the mirror image of the Bultmannian position: 

unless the church’s life and mission is rooted in the historical accomplishment of Jesus, all Christian life 

would be either arrogance or folly, or both.  (As I write this paragraph, an email comes in from Christian 

friends working among refugees and trafficked women in one of the toughest corners of the world.  

Why do we do this unless it’s the work of Jesus?)  119-120 

But perhaps the most mysterious and powerful thing about the way the gospels are written is the way 

they end.  Or do they?  120 

The gospels, in fact, do not really “end” in the way many stories do.  Or rather, their ending is framed as, 

in a sense, a new beginning.  Even if we suppose (as I do not) that Mark meant his gospel to end with the 

women saying “nothing to anyone, because they were afraid” (16:8, where our best manuscripts now 

break off), there are plenty of hints earlier in the story that this would just be the start of a whole new 

phase of life and work for Jesus’s disciples.  Jesus has, after all, already declared that the gospel of the 

kingdom must be announced to all the nations (13:10) and has repeated the point in relation to the 

woman who anointed him with ointment in Bethany, (14:3-9).  120-121 

Clearly Mark did not envisage that 16:8 would be the real and final “end” to the story.  He would hardly 

have been writing his gospel if it had been.  He has led us at a brisk pace all though his story, peppered 

as it is with “immediately,” hurrying on from one place and scene to another.  The story hasn’t stopped 

just because his words have run out.  He assumes that it continues—and that it continues in the ways 

already hinted at.  121 

Jesus sets the pattern for the way in which he will be known from now on.  Again and again, he will 

come to surprise, comfort, and commission his puzzled and anxious followers through the opening of 

the scriptures and the breaking of the bread.  124 

Matthew ends with “let’s get to work!” 

Mark ends with a non-ending. 

Luke literally continues his gospel through Acts! 

John concludes “the earth cannot contain the books that would be written.” 

 

N. T. Wright, Surprised By Hope:  Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the 

Church, (Harper One, 2008).   
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Reshaping the Church for Mission – Living the Future.  So how can we learn to live as wide-awake 

people, as Easter people?  I have come to believe that many churches simply throw Easter away year by 

year; and I want to plead that we rethink how we do it so as to help each other, as a church and as 

individuals, to live what we profess.  255 

Easter is all about the real Jesus coming out of the real tomb and getting God’s real new creation under 

way.  My biggest problem starts on Easter Monday.  I regard it as absurd and unjustifiable that we 

should spend forty days keeping Lent, pondering what it means, preaching about self-denial, being at 

least a little gloomy, and then bringing it all to a peak with Holy Week, which in turn climaxes in Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday . . . and then, after a rather odd Holy Saturday, we have a single day of 

celebration.  256 

It ought to be an eight-day festival, with champagne served after morning prayer or even before, with 

lots of alleluias and extra hymns and spectacular anthems.  Is it any wonder people find it hard to 

believe in the resurrection of Jesus if we don’t throw our hats in the air?  It is any wonder the world 

doesn’t take much notice if Easter is celebrated as simply the one-day happy ending tacked on to forty 

days of fasting and gloom?  256 

We should be taking steps to celebrate Easter in creative new ways; in art, literature, children’s games, 

poetry, music, dance, festivals, bells, special concerts, anything that comes to mind.  This is our greatest 

festival…  This is our greatest day.  We should put the flags out.  256-257 

Easter is the time to sow new seeds and to plant out a few cuttings.  If Calvary means putting to death 

things in your life that need killing off if you are to flourish as a Christian and as a truly human being, 

then Easter should mean planting, watering, and training up things in your life (personal and corporate) 

that ought to be blossoming, filling the garden with color and perfume, and in due course bearing fruit.  

The forty days of the Easter season, until the ascension, ought to be a time to balance out Lent by taking 

something up, some new task or venture, something wholesome and fruitful and outgoing and self-

giving… if you really make a start on it, it might give you a sniff of new possibilities, new hopes, new 

ventures you never dreamed of.  It might bring something of Easter into your innermost life.  It might 

help you wake up in a whole new way.  And that’s what Easter is all about.  257 

 

Mark 16:6 –  He has risen = egepthe  [Aorist Passive Indicative 3
rd

 Person Singular – egeiro] 

TDNT, Vol II 

Egeiro – “To raise the dead,” or passive “to be raised” “to raise from the dead…”  In connnexion with the 

person of Jesus these resurrections are signs of the Messianic age and of the coming resurrection of all 

the dead…  In relation to the resurrection of Jesus, we find that its significance for the kerygma [gospel 

message] is intimated already in the prophecy of Jesus (Mt 16:21; Lk 9:22; Mt 17:9, 23; 20:19; Mk 14:28 

and parallels.  It is then reflected in the Easter stories (Mk 16:6; Mt 28:7; Lk 24:34; Jn 21:14, and takes a 

prominent place in the preaching of the apostles (Ac 3:15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:40; 13:30, 37; Rom 4:24 f.; 6:4, 

9; 7:4; 8:11, 34; 10:9; 1 Cor 6:14; 15:4, 12 etc.; 2 Cor 4:14; 5:15; Gal 1:1; Eph 1:20 ff; Col 2:12; 1 Thes 

110; 2 Tim 2:8; 1 Pt 1:21).  God has acknowledge the Crucified by the resurrection, and glorified Him (cf. 

Ac., also Rom 7:4; Phil 2:9-11; Eph 1:20 ff.), thus giving force to the redemption (cf. esp Rom 4 and 8; 1 

Cor 15).  335 
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NIDTNT, Vol. 3 

Resurrection.  The New Testament uses two word groups when it deals with the resurrection, one 

connected with anhistemi and the other with egeiro.  They are not substantially different in meaning; 

which is used depends mainly on whether the stress is on the active or the passive aspect.  259 

Although in secular Greek we find these words are hardly ever used to express resurrection of the dead 

to life, this is their theologically richest meaning in the New Testament.  When this happens, the root 

anhistemi is virtually synonymous with egeiro.  At first sight it seems that there is hardly any difference 

between them.  Closer study shows that egeiro, especially in the passive, is used predominantly for 

what happened at Easter, i.e. the wakening of the Crucified to life, while anhistemi refer more especially 

to the recall to life of people during the earthly ministry of Jesus and to the eschatological and universal 

resurrection.  1 Cor 15:25 f. makes the difference between the two concepts clear (although the English 

does not always make it sufficiently clear that two different roots are being used)…  Although we cannot 

apply it universally, we may say that the general rule in the NT is that, in contrast to the LXX, the action 

of God on and through Christ is expressed by egeiro, while anhistemi expresses, as it were, that which 

happens in the realm of human experience.  276 

The heart of egeiro has to do with the rising of Jesus.  The epistles of the NT never use egeiro, except in 

Phil 1:17, in any sense but that of resurrection from the dead.  It is so frequently used in Rom., 1 and 2 

Cor, that we recognize that it must have been a dominant element in Paul’s preaching.  In fact, in 1 Cor 

15 he explains that God’s breaking into history in the resurrection of Jesus is the decisive factor in the 

gospel, the means by which we are saved, without which all faith would be vain.  Witnesses are adduced 

for the truth of the happening; they were those whom Jesus had “appeared” (ophthe is used four times 

in verses 5-8).  For the preacher of the gospel it had become the touchstone of its truth.  The one who 

disputed or denied the resurrection made God a liar and their faith a hollow mask (verses 14-17).  After 

all, it is faith “in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord” (Rom 4:24), and his spirit lives in those 

who believe “to give life” to their mortal bodies (Rom 8:11; cf. 2 Cor 4:14).  It is the fact of Jesus’ 

resurrection that has removed our sins (1 Cor 15:17) and has broken the power of death (Rom 6:4, 9, in 

connexion with baptism).  280-281 

The resurrection of Jesus is not described only with God as subject and Jesus as object; the verb may be 

taken in the middle voice with Jesus as subject, i.e. “he arose from the dead” (e.g. Rom 6:4, 9; 8:34, and 

especially in the Synoptics, Mk 14:28; 16:6; Matt 27:63).  This change in usage shows that while the 

resurrection power always issued from God, it belongs to the Son also, who is of one being with the 

Father.  281 

A conservative NT scholar who has examined the historicity of the data is G. E. Ladd in I Believe in the 

Resurrection of Jesus, 1975…  To Ladd the resurrection “was an event that was observed by no one, an 

event caused by God – indeed, an event in which the world of God intersected the world of time and 

space. . .  All that the historian as such can say is that something marvelous has happened here.  Only 

those who have reason to believe in the God to whom the Bible witnesses can accept the witness of the 

gospels, viz., that God raised Jesus from the dead” (101).  297 

 

Mark 16:7 – He is going before = proagei  [Present Active Indicative 3
rd

 Person Singular – 

proago] 
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Compound word pro – a preposition meaning before, in front of; and ago – another preposition 

meaning to go, lead.   

Lexicon 

To take or lead from one position to another by taking charge, lead forward, lead or bring out, see Ac 

12:6; 16:30; 17:5; and Ac 25:26; also, to move ahead or in front of, go before, lead the way, precede.  

See Mt 2:9; 14:22; 21:9; 21:31; 28;7; Mk 6:45; 10:32; 11:9; 14:28; 16:7; Lk 18:39; 1 Tit 1:18; 5:24; Hb 

7:18; 2 Jn 9.  [This represents all NT uses.] 864 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


