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As I’ve been given responsibility for this week’s message, I can’t help but wonder 
how much wisdom and insight will come from our upcoming Wednesday morning 
session. I’m excited for the opportunity, and I hope we all will grow through our 
study together. As this series continues, my perspective is being opened up to the 
unfathomable depths of community lived out via the ways of Christ - the Kingdom of 
God here on earth as it is in heaven. In fact, our exploration in this topic of invitation 
has caused me to ask myself, “Am I made for myself anymore? Am I opening my 
entire being up to in a way that communicates ‘I am here for you?”  
 
This week I’d like to investigate the art of invitation. And since we are participating in 
the Lord’s Supper this Sunday, I’d like to offer this mediation: 
 
The table of bread and wine is now to be made ready. It is the table of company of 
Jesus, and all who love him. It is the table of sharing with the poor of the world, with 
whom Jesus identified himself. It is the table of communion with the earth, in which 
Christ became incarnate. So come to this table, you who have much faith and you 
who would like to have more; you who have been here often and you who have not 
been for a long time; you who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed; 
come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. —An Invitation, Iona Abbey [1] 
 
Word Study NIDNTT [New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology], Vol. 1 
 
Call = Kaleo 
 
Kaleo means to speak to another either immediately or mediately, in order to bring 
him[her] nearer, either physically or in a personal relationship...to invite, e.g. into a 
house, to a feast. The part kletos in such contexts means invited, welcome, a guest. 
Where the invitation conferred special honour, the word came to mean chosen. 271 
 
We meet the meaning “invite” for kaleo principally in the parables of the great 
banquet (Lk. 14:16-25), where it occurs 9 times, and the marriage feast (Matt. 22:2-10), 
where it occurs 5 times...with the exception of Jn. 2:2 there is a hint of privilege and 
command in these passages. Probably this is how we should understand “I came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners” (Matt. 9:13; Mk 2:17; Lk. 5:32) on the lips of Jesus. 274 



TDNT [Theological Dictionary of the New Testament], Vol. 3 
 
Kaleo is found in almost all the NT writings. It is particularly common in Lk. and Ac. 
That this should be so in these more historical works is perhaps due to the fact of its 
widespread use. It is fairly common in Mt., but less so in Mk., perhaps because there 
are fewer sayings of Jesus in Mk. The less frequent use in Jn. is surprising; it is 
perhaps explained by the fact that Jn. has his own distinctive vocabulary as 
compared with the Synoptists...We may always translate “to call,” though the special 
nuance suggests the more distinctive sense of “vocation.” 487 
 
------------------------------------------------------- 
 
John Pavlovitz, (When All the Outcasts Are Called In, 2016) The table of Jesus was 
scandalously open. He dined with priest and prostitute, with the religious elite and 
the common rabble, with the spiritual teachers and the street people. And this is the 
Jesus we are all invited to sit with; without condition, without caveat, without any 
further renovation. This elemental truth is so very easy to miss...sometimes we forget 
it. But it is still the invitation. It is still the irreducible core of Christianity for those who 
wish to claim it: the radical hospitality of a perfect love that overcomes it all; our 
mess, our mistakes, our deepest flaws and most spectacular failures. When a church 
or a heart has been fully saturated with the love of Jesus, there can be no outcasts in 
their midst. There will be no place to banish others to, because they will recognize 
there is no outside to be defined. When the Church or a Christian gets this kind of 
love right, the world is radically included. Everyone fits. They become in-casts. This is 
what you need to know, friend. Despite what any person says, or what any pastor’s 
told you, or what you’ve read online on—you have not been cast out, you have been 
called in: to relationship, to fellowship, to forgiveness, to love, to grace. The door is 
wide open and no one gets to keep you from entering in and having the run of the 
beautiful house; with its rooms packed floor to ceiling with goodness that you don’t 
have to earn or deserve or win.  

 
 


