
The Art of Gift  
Sermon Notes 5/9 & 5/12 
 
I have included here a few scriptures (James 1:17 and Matthew 10:8 being the main 
verses I’m focusing on) around this one *short* main idea:  
 

“All is gift.”  
 
Psalm 89:11 “The heavens are yours, the earth is also yours; the world and all it 
contains, you have founded them.” 
 
James 1:17 “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of the heavenly lights, who does not change like the shifting shadows.” 
 
Romans 11:36 “For everything comes from Him; everything exists by His power and is 
intended for His glory. To Him be glory evermore.” 
 
Matthew 10:8 “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. 
Freely you have received, freely give.” 
 
Word Study: TDNT (Theological Dictionary of the New Testament) 
 
From those above scriptures, here are some of the Greek words surrounding the 
word “gift”: 
 
“dosis” p. 166 TDNT 
Used twice in scripture. 
Dose, measure of, a giving, gift 
 
“dorema” p. 167 TDNT 
Used twice in scripture 
A bestowment or gift, a gift, freely given and hence not acquired by merit or 
entitlement. 
 
“didomi” p. 166 TDNT 
Used around 415 times in scripture!!! 
 
See below for several meanings: 
 

1. to give 
2. to give something to someone 

1. of one's own accord to give one something, to his advantage 
1. to bestow a gift 

2. to grant, give to one asking, let have 
3. to supply, furnish, necessary things 
4. to give over, deliver 



1. to reach out, extend, present 
2. of a writing 
3. to give over to one's care, intrust, commit 2d 

5. something to be administered 2d 
6. to give or commit to someone something to be religiously observed 
7. to give what is due or obligatory, to pay: wages or reward 
8. to furnish, endue 

3. to give 
1. to cause, profuse, give forth from one's self 

1. to give, hand out lots 
2. to appoint to an office 
3. to cause to come forth, i.e. as the sea, death and Hell are said to give up the 

dead who have been engulfed or received by them 
4. to give one to someone as his own 

1. as an object of his saving care 
2. to give one to someone, to follow him as a leader and master 
3. to give one to someone to care for his interests 
4. to give one to someone to whom he already belonged, to return 

4. to grant or permit one 
1. to commission 

And here’s a little Thomas Merton to help us all think on what we DO with that gift… 
What is that gift FOR? 
 
“To be grateful is to recognize the Love of God in everything He has given us - and 
He has given us everything. Every breath we draw is a gift of His love, every moment 
of existence is a grace, for it brings with it immense graces from Him. Gratitude 
therefore takes nothing for granted, is never unresponsive, is constantly awakening 
to new wonder and to praise of the goodness of God. For the grateful person knows 
that God is good, not by hearsay but by experience. And that is what makes all the 
difference.”  

"The gift of love is the gift of power and capacity to love, and therefore, to give love 
with full effect is also to receive it. So love can only be kept by being given away, and 
it can only be given perfectly when it is also received.”  
-Thomas Merton 

In a worship song by the band “All Sons and Daughters”, we find these lyrics: 
 
“It’s your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise 
Pour out our praise” 
 


