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Life is full of tradition!  We have individual traditions; family traditions; cultural traditions.  Traditions can be 

small and large – from a Christmas tradition, to the language we use to make meaning of the world.  The 

dictionary meaning of Tradition is the handing down of statements, beliefs, legends, customs, etc., from 

generation to generation. 

Tradition, that which is handed down, forms the foundation upon which we build upon.  The Christian tradition 

is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God becoming human, the Word sent from the Father, not only to 

communicate who He was and is, but also to provide the means through, and in which, humans can become His 

very children.  The Incarnation of Jesus is The Tradition impacting all. It is evident that there are many other 

traditions in the world, a few of which are mentioned in the New Testament (see, Mark 7:13; Acts 6:14; and 

Galatians 1:6 ff.), but our focus is on the Christ centered tradition, the gospel spoken of in 1 Corinthians 15. 

What is important for us today is to recognize that the Gospel tradition found in the New Testament is the tap-

root of God’s eternal life that explodes into full blossom in and through the Body of Christ – the Church.  This 

Gospel tradition has been conceived (in a literal since, new birth) in multiple cultures and languages spanning 

hundreds of years.  Each “birth” grows through a dynamic equivalency of the original source.  This is a 

missiological model of how the Gospel tradition is “handed down” or “translated” across cultures and diverse 

languages in time and space.  

Today, when we come to tradition we find a multifaceted array of practices, expressions, and theological 

nuances.  I whole heartedly agree with Stefan Paas in stating, “the door to the future can only be found through 

cooperation and the combined wisdom of many Christians from different traditions” Paas, Church Planting In 

the Secular West, (Eerdman, 2016) page 184.   

An interesting example of this is in Philip Turner’s book Christian Ethics and the Church (Baker Academic, 2015), 

where the cultural differences between East and West is described: 

One can see the difference between East and West in the way in which each treats the place of truth and 

tradition within the life of the church.  As Ramsey says,  

The ideas of truth and authority in the East have been free from the legalistic and scholastic tendencies 

apparent in the West.  Truth, tradition reside in the Body as a whole; they are not something clerically 

imposed upon the Body.  Hence truth is very close to life and worship.  Both in Russian and Slavonic the 

phrase he orthodoxia is translated so as to mean not right “opinion” but right “glory” or “worship.” . . . 

The singing of the Creed in the Liturgy is introduced by the words, “let us love one another, that with 

one accord we may confess.”  Page 75 

How is the Gospel tradition a conduit of life itself, eternal life, the gift of God?  Forsyth, living and proclaiming 

the Congregational Gospel tradition over a hundred years ago, speaks to the power and dynamism of the Gospel 

tradition. 
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How can any fact of the past ever be an object of personal experience, or final authority?  How can the 

historic Jesus be a part of my present life—not simply an interest, but a part of it, to say nothing of the 

ruling part?  How can He live and reign in me, and I in Him?  I can study Christ and admire Him, how can I 

live Him?  Forsyth, 112 

Tradition is creative.  It is not a mere matter of the past, but it reaches organically down to the present.  

It not only influences us, it makes us.  Forsyth, 113 
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Tradition, paradidomi – to hand down, pass on, transmit.   

Classical Greek Literature:  paradidomi is found in Greek from Plato onwards, meaning to hand down, pass on 

instruction from teacher to pupil.  In the sense of handing down instruction is also found in Aristotle, Polybius, 

Plutarch and others.  In the Hellenistic mysteries the word is used in connexion with the delivery of a holy 

teaching.  772 

Old Testament:  The handing down of sagas, narratives, laws and lists of names occurred even in pre-historic 

Israel, but tradition properly so called, with its own terminology and self-awareness, came into being only when 

Judaism was confronted with aggressive Hellenism in the last two centuries B.E. and with Christianity in the 1
st
 

century A.D.  772 

New Testament:  In Mark 7:13, “you make void the word of God through your tradition which you hand on,” the 

object of paradidomi is the rabbinic exposition of the law…  In Acts 16:4 Luke uses paradidomi in connexion 

with the dogmata, decision, of the apostolic council which Paul delivered to the churches in Lycaonia and 

elsewhere.  The use of paradidomi in Luke 1:2 is significant.  Here its object is the oral account of those who 

“from the beginning were eye-witnesses and minsters of the word.”  773 

There are 3 types of tradition in the NT expressed by paradidomi; the following are said to be handed down: (i) 

the Jewish Halachah (Mk 7:13; Acts 6:14; cf. 16:4); (ii) early Christian narratives about Jesus (Lk 1:2); (iii) 

confessions of faith and rules for the conduct of the church’s life (1 Cor 11:2, 23; 15:3 ff.; 2 Pet 2:21; Jude 3).  

The difference between Paul’s usage and that of the rabbis (also that of 2 Peter and Jude) is that for Paul 

tradition is not sacrosanct; this adjective can be applied only to the gospel, which is anterior to all tradition and 

which he received by revelation (cf. Gal 1:6 ff.).  Thus the nuances in the meaning of paradidomi reflect the 

development of Christianity from a charismatic movement to a church safeguarding its own tradition.  774 

The anchoring of life in the tradition of the gospel opens the doorway of exploration of life itself.  How the 

gospel can impact all of humanity is rooted in the Incarnation.  This reminds me of Andrew Walls statement in 

The Missionary Movement in Christian History: 

At the heart of Christian faith is the Incarnate Word—God become human.  The divine Word was 

expressed under the conditions of a particular human society; the divine Word was, as it were, 

translated.  And since the divine Word is for all humanity, he is translated again in terms of every culture 

where he finds acceptance among its people.  Page 47 


