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The English word Conversation is not used in the entire King James Bible, 1611.  A suggestive reason for 

this omission is found in the English Dictionary – “the archaic meaning is behavior or manner of living.”  

It is this understanding of conversation that has rich connection with the Scriptures, and, I would add, 

with Pilgrim’s Covenant.  The root Greek word stretho means “to twist,” then “to turn,” “bend.”  This 

word is used when Jesus speaks Mary’s name in the garden – she “turns” toward him as her despair of 

death and loss evaporates.   

When conversation is rooted in who we are as persons and connected to our behavior familiar 

statements come to mind – “do as I do, not as I say;” “preach the Gospel, and if you have to, use words.”  

Or, looking at Paul’s letter under discussion, “you are the letter read by all” (2 Cor 3:1-3).   

Conversation takes place in relationship.  In Paul’s second letter to the gathered in Corinth he uses our 

word conversation in a holistic way, “we behaved in the world…”  In view of our subject two authors 

have spoken into my life with great potency, Larry Crabb and Esther Lightcap Meek.  Following are two 

quotes, one from each, beginning with Crabb, Connecting, A Radical New Vision and Esther’s book, 

Loving To Know, Covenant Epistemology. 

Maybe “going to church,” more than anything else, means relating to several people in your life 

differently.  Maybe the center of Christian community is connecting with a few. I want to see 

people connect with a few others as intimately as the various parts of my body work together, 

as cooperatively as my fingers are working together to write these words.  Xiii 

The greatest need in modern civilization is the development of communities—true communities 

where the heart of God is home, where the humble and wise learn to shepherd those on the 

path behind them, where trusting strugglers lock arms with others as together they journey on.  

Xvii 

The Art of Conversation is a turning toward another.  This is far more than a utilitarian obedience, an 

ought, it is who we are as persons.  I hope you enjoy Esther as much as I do. 

If you actually look at babies, what you see isn’t an animal, but rather a person.  A baby has 

virtually no instincts.  What the baby is best at doing is crying for human care.  His/her essential 

natural endowment is the impulse to communicate with another human being… A baby is made 

to be cared for.  He is born into a love-relationship which is inherently personal…  224-225 

What is more, given the baby’s complete physical inadequacy, personal care requires and is 

most extensively communicated by physical touch…  Personhood and the tactile are connected 

from the outset.  The tactile is meaningfully set within the context of interpersonhood, and not 

vice versa.  Interpersonal communication is proceeding apace, well before actual words are 

learned and used.  It is emphatically not the case that communication only begins after a 

language is learned.  Language constitutes a highly developed and specialized means of 

communication, not the only kind of communication.  225 
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The first context, the interpersonal caring relationship, into which a human being enters, 

constitutes human identity, shapes human being and all human action.  The interpersonal 

relationship continues to be the fundamental context for human action.  We never grow out of 

being persons-in-relation.. Humans don’t nature and then go off by themselves and live among 

the trees.  227 

Word Study – 2 Corinthians 1:12 

Our boast is this: the testimony of our conscience that we behaved in the world with 

simplicity and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and 

supremely so toward you.   

We behaved in the world = anestrathemen en tw kosmo [Aorist Passive Indicative 1 per pl. 

anastretho] 

Lexicon:  anastretho, to conduct oneself in terms of certain principles, act, behave, conduct oneself, live 

[note passive voice]. 72  A compound word ana, meaning in the middle of, between and stretho. 

TDNT, Vol VII 

The compound avastretho has a wide range of meaning in Greek and is found from Homer.  It means 

“to convert,” “to bring back,” “to come back,” “to gather,” “to stay,” “to be occupied with,” “to behave,” 

“to walk” as children…  In the NT Epistles the verb and noun are often used with reference to moral 

conduct.  In 2 Cor 1:12 Paul speaks of his conduct in the church…  According to 1 Pt 1:17; 3:2 the “walk” 

of Christians is shaped by fear of God; according to 3:1 this can have an effect without words simply 

through good deeds.  715-717 

Simplicity = agioteti 

Used twice in the NT for holy character – Hebrews 12:10 and 2 Corinthians 1:12, from the root agios 

meaning holy.  See Lexicon, 11 

Godly sincerity = eilikrineia tou Theou 

Lexicon:  the quality or state of being free of dissimulation, sincerity, purity of motive.  Page 282 [three 

uses in the NT, 1 Corinthians 5:8; 2 Corinthians 2:17 and 1:12]. 

Supremely toward you = perissoteros pros umas 

Lexicon: even more, especially, elative.  Page 806 – Used 12 times in the NT; once in Marks gospel 15:14; 

Hebrews twice and the rest in Pauline letters; 6 times in 2 Corinthians (1:12; 2:4; 7:13; 7:15; 11:23; and 

12:15).   

I am always encouraged with how positive Paul is to the Corinthian church recognizing their distaste for 

him – it’s God’s work in spite of us – praise God!  

 


