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And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you.  Lk 24:49a 

I am sending = ezapostello  [Present Active Indicative 1
st

 Person Singular – ezapostello] 

NOTE:  The root word is apostellos – apostle, sent one. 

Lexicon 

To send something off in an official sense, send, dispatch – in relation to the mission of Jesus… Ac 

13:26…  I will send the promise of my Father (= what my Father has promised) upon or to you, Lk 

24:49.  346 

TDNT, Vol. 1 

In the New Testament exapostello occurs 13 times, 11 in Luke (Lk 1:53; 20:10, 11; 24:49; Ac 7:12; 9:30; 

11:22; 12:11; 13:26; 17:14; 22:21) and 2 in Paul (Gl 4:4, 6).  406 

Promise = epangelian 

NIDNTT, Vol. 3 

In Classical Literature the nearest point of contact to the New Testament of these terms is in the 

meaning to announce an intention, to offer to do something, to promise, to vow.  It is significant that, 

when they are used in this sense, it is never the gods who promise something to men, but only men to 

gods.  69 

In the Old Testament the basic theme of Israel’s existence under promise is Gen 12:1-3.  “Now the Lord 

said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will 

show you.  And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so 

that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and him who curses you I will curse; and 

by you will all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’”  There is here a triple promise of the land, a 

great nation, and blessing.  69 

In the New Testament epangelia, found 52 times, is used only once in a secular sense; the noun is used 

absolutely 33 times, most of these instances being in Paul…  As in classical Greek, so also in the NT, 

epangelia can refer either to form or to content, words of promise, or things promised, though the 

distinction is not always clear in every case.  It is clear that it is the thing promised to which reference 

is made in passages like Lk 24:49; Acts 1:4; and likewise Heb 11:33 and 39.  70 

But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.  Lk 24:49b 

You are clothed = endusesthe  [Aorist Middle Subjunctive 2
nd

 Person Plural – enduo] 

In the Middle voice means “to put on something,” “to clothe oneself with something,” “to draw on 

something…”  In the LXX enduo is mostly used for the Hebrew word (cloth) and relates to the putting 

on of clothes…  A distinctive expression is pneuma [Spirit] – “But the Spirit of the Lord clothed Gideon” 
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Jd 6:34; “Then the Spirit clothed Amasai, chief of the thirty…” 1 Chron 12:18; and “Then the Spirit of 

God clothed Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, and he stood above the people, and said to 

them, “Thus says God,…’” 2 Chron 24:20.  319 

In the New Testament it is used literally in Mt 6:25; Mk 6:9… Ac 12:21…  Figuratively it is found in the 

absolute in 2 Cor 5:3 “putting on”…  Of the Christian armor in Rom 13:12 “put on the armor of light…” 

The Middle voice can have a passive sense, “you will be clothed” Lk 24:49…  Gal 3:27 “For as many of 

you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”  320 

Gordon Fee, God’s Empowering Presence (Hendrickson 1994). 

Fee understands the Holy Spirit as person, the person of God himself; the Holy Spirit as God’s personal 

presence; and the Holy Spirit as God’s empowering presence.  5 

To capture the crucial role of the Spirit, we must begin with a thoroughly Trinitarian presupposition.  

Not only has the coming of Christ changed everything, so too has the coming of the Spirit.  In dealing 

with the Spirit, we are dealing with none other than the personal presence of God himself.  6 

What is crucial is that we are thus indwelt by the eternal God.  The gathered church and the individual 

believer are the new locus of God’s own presence with his people; and the Spirit is the way God in now 

present.  6-7 

Steven Guthrie, Creator Spirit: The Holy Spirit and the Art of Becoming Human (Baker Academy 2011) 

At Pentecost the multiplicity of human language and the richness of human culture is welcomed by the 

Spirit even as the division, confusion, and separation associated with that multiplicity is excluded.  

Human history, with all of its ambiguities and brokenness, is not erased but transformed by the Holy 

Spirit.  The testimony of Pentecost is articulated with even greater power and poignancy in the risen 

Christ.  “It is I myself!” the risen Jesus declares to his disciples (Lk 24:39).  The resurrected Jesus is 

transfigured—“I was dead, and see, I am alive forever and ever; and I have the keys of Death and of 

Hades” (Rev 1:18)—and yet, the transfigured one is Jesus of Nazareth.  He calls out to his disciples, 

“Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some” (John 21:6).  With these words he 

not only reminds Peter of one of their first meetings (Luke 5:4-10) but also beautifully reassures him 

that the journey through death has not removed the traces of their shared history.  The particular 

history of Jesus is taken up into the world of God’s new creation.  194 

Christians are indeed justified in speaking of the new creation as beautiful.  And it is right to describe 

the work of the Spirit who is the pledge and firstfruits of that new creation as “beautifying.”  In saying 

these things and making these associations, Christians are saying something meaningful and 

substantive about the Spirit and his work.  The Spirit is the perfecter of creation, bringing wholeness 

and completion.  The Spirit is the giver of proportion, nurturing harmony and right relation.  And the 

Spirit can rightly be associated with pleasure—particularly that sort of delight that takes pleasure in 

others and is marked by freedom.  209 

 


