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Betwixt  |  Acts 1:1-3  |  June 11, 2017 

NOTE:  we are nearing the end of the risen Christ being physically present on earth.  His coming began a 

new work of God that was about to take another turn toward the goal of “a new heaven and a new 

earth” – complete and full redemption.  This transition, any transition, is not easy to live through for the 

disciples or us.  In a very real sense all of life is a continual “transition” especially today with the 

acceleration of change in our culture. 

Sometime ago I immersed myself in cross-cultural literature and learned much about life, change and 

even spiritual transformation in the Christian faith.  One of the words that captured my attention was 

liminality – from the word limen meaning threshold.  Thus, liminality may be understood as living in-

between the past and the future.  Following is missiologist Dr. Tippet. 

A.R. Tippet, The Liminal Years: Selected Essays 1943-1976, (Privately Printed, Pasadena) 1976 

 

The life of a human being is a continual series of experiences in which he cuts himself off from the 

familiar past and plunges into the unknown future, with some kind of transition “betwixt and between”.  

Life is a series of such sequences – marriage, graduation, a new appointment, ordination, retirement – it 

varies for different people and at different points in our life histories.  Mankind is ever escaping the past 

and grasping the future.  V 

 

The notion of liminality is not only applicable to individuals and groups.  Countries, missions and 

institutional systems are all subject to change.  As also are theories and theologies.  Life is dynamic.  A 

community, a system, a missionary organization is subject to change.  To be otherwise is to be static, 

and that is to be dysfunctional, and to die.  A change in any one of these structures may bring pressure 

on the others, and a community is then confronted with the threat of – “modify or perish.”  ix 

 

[NOTE:  we are in the throes of radical change within general society and the church itself.  We need 

each other in order to process God’s design and desire through these turbulent times.  We cannot go-it-

alone; we must covenant together to pursue Him and His bidding in our lives, families and church as we 

live today betwixt!] 

J.C. Macaulay, Expository Commentary of Acts, (Moody Press, 1946) 

The Ancients frequently marked the graves of their dead with the symbol of a broken pillar.  They thus 

expressed their sense of the incompleteness of this life.  Such a symbol would be most inappropriate to 

the life of our blessed Lord, who came to His last hours with full consciousness of the task accomplished, 

and cried from the cross, “It is finished!” (Jn 19:30). 

Yet the records of the gospel refuse to write finis at the end of their story of the life of Jesus.  They have 

a strange new title covering His whole earthly sojourn-Initia.  Mark affirms that his account is “the 
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beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (Mark 1:1), while Luke refers to the content of 

his gospel as “all that Jesus began both to do and teach” (Acts 1:1).  15 

F.F. Bruce, The Book of Acts, (Eerdmans, 1954). 

Luke begins with a brief reference to his former volume [Gospel of Luke], as an account of “all that Jesus 

began both to do and to teach, until the day in which he was received up” – or, if we follow the Western 

reading,  “…until the day when he by the Holy Spirit commissioned the apostles whom he had chosen, 

and commanded them to proclaim the gospel.”  This, of course, exactly summarizes the scope of Luke’s 

Gospel; the commissioning of the apostles is recorded in Luke 24:44 ff.  The implication of Luke’s words 

is that his second volume with be an account of the things which Jesus continued to do and teach after 

His ascension-by His Spirit in His followers.  The expression “to do and to teach” well sums up the 

twofold subject-matter of the canonical gospels.  32 

It was “through the Holy Spirit” that Jesus gave His parting charge to His apostles, commanding them to 

be the heralds of the good news which He had brought.  This strikes the chief theological keynote of 

Acts.  At His baptism Jesus had been anointed “with the Holy Spirit and with power” (10:38), and more 

recently He had been “declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by 

the resurrection from the dead” (Rom 1:4).  In the Johannine account of the commission which the risen 

Christ gave to His disciples, He indicated the power by which they were to carry out the commission 

when He “breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22).  And Luke 

makes it plain that it is by the power of the same Spirit that all the apostolic acts which he goes on to 

narrate are performed, so much so that some have suggested, as a theologically more accurate title for 

his second volume, The Acts of the Holy Spirit. 33 

1:1   Jesus began to do and teach…  

Began = erzato  [Aorist Middle Indicative 3p sing – archo] 

Beginning, Origin, Rule, Ruler, Originator – When the New Testament uses the word-group, it implies, as 

does secular Greek, a certain priority, both of time and of standing and prestige.  In other words, the NT 

uses the concepts in much the same way as secular Greek.  We find them used especially to denote a 

first point in time and to indicate an area of authority.  165 

Archo is found 85 times in the NT.  In the active it means to be the first, rule (Mk 10:42; Rom 15:12); in 

the middle begin, commence…  It is often almost superfluous, and can be omitted in the English 

translation without affecting the meaning (Mt 4:17; Mk 6:7; Lk 3:8; Jn 13:5; Acts 1:1; 11:4, 15)…  

Sometimes it serves to separate a new action from the previous one (Mt 26:37; Lk 4:21; 7:15, 38).  It has 

its full meaning in Lk 3:23, Jesus was about thirty years old, when he began his work.  Similarly it marks a 

temporal beginning in Matt 16:21; and a literal beginning in Lk 24:27, where the Risen One began his 

explanation of the Scriptures with Moses and the Prophets.  In Jn 8:9 the eldest went first.  In 1 Pet 4:17 

judgment comes first to the household of God and then to the others.  167 
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1:3  He (Jesus) presented himself… 

Presented = parestesen   [Aorist Active Indicative 3p sing – paristemi] 

TDNT, Vol. V 

In non-biblical Greek the following senses are the most important for the NT:  in general “to present,” 

more exactly “to place”… to place at disposal”… “to bring” someone before the magistrate or judge… “to 

make ready,” “set up,” or simply “to make”.  837 

Septuagint (Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament, approximately 300 BC.) 

In the Greek translation of the OT, too, [present] is one of the terms which can have many senses within 

the basic meaning.  With the help of it many statements can be made about persons or things to express 

simple “presence”, “serving,” “helping,” being at someone’s disposal to save,” and even “to be ready, 

complete, ripe.”  838 

These passages [Ex 24:13; Nu 11:28; Is 60:10; Ps 2:2; Prov 22:29] speak of men who stand before kings, 

i.e., serve them.  In many such instances “servant” is more of an honorary title and can have the sense 

of “minister,”  These men all have the privilege of access to the king.  The same applies to the queen in 

Ester 8:4.  Only with the help of the particular relation of the servant to the king can one understand the 

religious and cultic use of [present] in the OT.  This servant relation is a privilege and confers dignity, 

although according to oriental law and court ceremonial it presupposes absolute dependence on the 

monarch and subjection to him.  It is thus that the angles, the heavenly forces, the winds, stand before 

God’s throne…  The Levites and the priests, on the basis of special election, serve at the altar in the 

presence of God, Dt 10:8; 17;121; 18:5, 7; 21:5; Ju 20:28.  838 

What is true of the priests is also true of the prophets.  Thus Elijah and Elisha, in their prophetic 

utterances, appeal to the God in whose service they stand.  This is the basis of their authority.  The same 

is obviously true in Zech 4:14.  The right of direct access to God gives the pious the right of interceding 

with God for others, as Jeremiah can say in 15:11; Ex 19:17 or Ch 6:3 is to be understood not just as 

presence on the mount or at the temple dedication or even before the king, but as inner readiness to 

receive God’s message.  839 

First, the New Testament has some sentences in which [present] bears the familiar secular meanings.  

Then there are verses in which the verb is linked to a particular theological mode of thinking…  “to place 

at the disposal”… “to show”, Acts 1:3.  839 

The New Testament verses which have theological significance use the verb along with various concepts 

of relations service…  At all events, in the content of the NT belief in the [Lords presence] is often linked 

with the idea of serving or proffering.  An “official” tendency may thus be detected.  Thus the angel in Lk 

1:19 says: “I am Gabriel, who waits [present]on God”.  Such ides of service are found especially in the 

Pauline literature.  Sin is no longer to have dominion, yet Christians must not (any longer) place their 
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members as weapons of unrighteousness in the service of sin but they should set them in the service of 

God, Rom 6:12 f., cf. 19.  840 

1:3  by many proofs = tekmepion 

Lexicon 

That which causes something to be known in a convincing and decisive manner, proof… by many 

convincing proofs Acts 1:3.  994  [NOTE:  the only NT usage] 

 

 

 

 


