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WELCOME TO THE FEAST!  |  Genesis 1; 2 Corinthians 5:17 & Revelation 21  |  30 June 2019 

******* 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  And God saw that it was good.  Gen 1 

It anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new has 

come.  2 Cor 5:17 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away.  Rev 21 

 

The story of the Bible can be broken into four epics, (1) Creation, (2) Fall, (3) Redemption and (4) New-

Creation.  We live in the turbulence of the middle.  Jews call our time, (the time following the 

destruction of the Temple and sacrificial worship in 70 A.D.), “the time of the sand.”  Christian 

theologians use the phrase “the already and not-yet.”  Protestants have a tendency to stress the two 

middle epics, the fall and redemption.  We understand that the “good news” of Jesus Christ finds its 

core in “the fall” and “redemptive” spheres, however, I sense that “creation” and “new-creation” hold 

valuable generative dynamics that may usher in a more holistic life and lifestyle as we are continually 

“transformed” into the image of Jesus by the Spirit.   

So much of the life of Jesus, as written in the four Gospels, takes place in lives rooted in the turbulence 

of creation and new-creation.  From the miracles to the parables we find everyday living examples of 

life, its brokenness and restoration.   

Through our handling of the Feasts of the Bible my prayer is to be challenged in how I view creation and 

new-creation – the soil, seeds, cultivation, eating, feasting and many other subjects that encompass 

creation.  Join me this summer in exploring and experiencing this rich subject.  Makoto Fujimura sets the 

stage: 

Good soil is essential for a garden.  As Jesus teaches in the parable of the sower and the soils in 

Matthew 13, no matter how good a seed is (and Jesus’ seeds are the gospel, perfectly pristine 

and good), it cannot produce fruit in soil that does not allow for deep roots. 

What Christians call the gospel—the good news—includes a narrative of Gods work from 

beginning to eternity that is often summarized as creation, fall, redemption, and restoration.  It 

begins with God’s good, beautiful, and gratuitous creation, and with humankind called “very 

good.”  Humans broke away from God’s purposes in Eden, and our rebellion results in ongoing 

fragmentation, separation, decay, and death.  To redeem from death the creatures he still loves, 

God has acted in human history through Israel—and has come to us himself in Jesus, Israel’s 

Messiah.  When Christ returns again as he has promised, we will see the full renewal of creation 

and the restoration of all things toward a new creation.  94 

What is more, if Christians are correct, the death-defeating power of Christ is active now.  It 

operates through God’s Spirit enlivening his followers.  The deep life of heaven is renewing the 

earth.  We are even now, in part, beginning to see God’s will done on earth.  We live now in the 

era in which God has invited us—more accurately, has commanded us—to participate in his 
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creative purposes, to extend his artistry, and to contribute to the transformation of all kinds of 

disorder.  When Jesus speaks of the seed, he is speaking toward this reintegration, the new 

reality breaking into our brokenness through the Spirit.  It is characteristic of God’s work that 

restoration and new creation grows from the smallest and most unlikely beginnings.  95 

 

Feast, Festival = heorte (noun); heortazo (verb) 

NIDNTT, Vol I 

Festivals and feasts belong together and denote the passage of time, marking the high points and breaks 

in the rhythm of life in the ancient world.  Nearly always they are religions in origin.  The comprehensive 

Greek term heorte contains both this religious element and the idea of a pause from normal work. 624 

Among the Greeks a great many events were elevated by means of festivals out of the common run of 

daily life: the change of the seasons and the high points of the year’s work from seed-time to harvest 

(fertility festivals); family events and the relationship between the individual and the community (family 

and tribal festivals).  In later times especially, these festivities were practically always associated with 

certain deities and named after them.  In addition to many festivals of local significance, there was an 

increasing number which were general throughout Greece.  The list of these “legally sanctified portions 

of time” (Plato, Definitions, 415a) produced a well-filled calendar of feasts which covered the whole year 

(in Roman times about a third of the total number of days in the year!) and every area of human life.  It 

was not until later that important political events were also given festivals (memorial feasts).  624-625 

Preparation for such feasts included fasting, washings and changes of clothing.  The festival itself was 

celebrated with prayer and song, music and dancing, processions, sacrifice, sport, games and 

competitions.  Markets and fairs were also part of the festival, and hostilities were usually interrupted.  

625 

When we turn to the Old Testament some scholars think that Israel’s forebears brought two festivals 

with them from the steppe-land into the land where they settled.  These were the sabbat (Sabbath), a 

day on which important decisions and work were avoided, and the Passover (pascha) which had the 

purpose of protecting the herds from harmful demons.  In the land of Canaan Israel found and took over 

at once the calendar of agricultural festivals which belonged to that land, and divided up the cycle of the 

farmer’s year: massot, at the beginning of the wheat harvest, the Feast of Weeks at the end of it, and 

the Feast of Tabernacles at the end of the wine harvest.  With the combination of the Passover and the 

massot, the Passover too became a feast of pilgrimage (Deut 16:1) without increasing the total of three 

(Ex 23:14-17; 34:18,22 f.).  625-626 

 


