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Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 

you.”  And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit.”   

 

Interestingly two different words are used in this passage for the English word send.  The first usage, “as 

the Father has sent me” apostello, from which our word apostle stems from; the second, “I send you” 

pempo, meaning to dispatch someone (see Jn 1:22; 13:16; Phil 2:23, 28 for other examples).   

In the Father’s sending of Christ the verb is in the Perfect tense, meaning God sent Jesus at a particular 

point in history with indeterminate, generative, manifestations into the future.  The second, pempo, is 

the most basic form of a verb – Present, Active, Indicative – a basic reality that exists.   

Although in our passage John uses a unique word for breath, empthysao – this is the only usage in the 

New Testament – the subject of the Holy Spirit being given to humans, as well as the purpose for the 

giving, is evident throughout Old and New Testament writings.  It may be very much like a pebble tossed 

into a glassy body of water producing ripples that extend outward as far as the eye can see.   

F. F. Bruce gives us some connective tissue to this word that John uses: 

The Spirit is imparted by the breath of Jesus.  The verb used here emphysao is that used in the 

LXX of Gen 2:7 where, after fashioning the first man from dust, God ‘breathed into his face the 

breath of life, and the man became a living soul’, and again in the command to the pneuma 

[Holy Spirit] in Ezek 37:9, ‘Come from the four winds and breathe into these corpses, and let 

them live.’  But it is not the bestowal of life that is in view now, but empowerment for ministry.  

F. F. Bruce, The Gospel of John, (Eerdmans, 1983) page 392. 
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The New Testament has euthusao only in John 20:22; it means “to breathe upon or over,” though here 

it is used of Jesus rather than God.  Jesus takes the place of God.  The Christian continues the work of 

God in a new form.  He who is sent by God now sends the disciples into the world equipped with the 

Spirit, who is released by the work of Christ and who will complete what has been begun.  The Spirit is 

conveyed as a breath, as in Psalm 104:30 [When you send forth your breath, they are created, and you 

renew the face of the ground.].  The bearers of the Spirit, however, receive from Christ the power of 

loosing and binding, “If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness 

from anyone, it is withheld.”  Here, the three processes which are separate in the other Evangelists, the 

giving of the keys, the missionary command and the outpouring of the Spirit, are combined in a single 

act of creation which denotes the beginning of a new reality of life.  536-537 

 

 


