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A Fathers Will  |  Romans 8:29-30  |  August 6, 2017 

Gordon Fee in God’s Empowering Presence: The Holy Spirit in the Letters of Paul provides us with a frame of 

reference regarding the overall context of this passage in Romans.  Note the parallel with the threefold paradigm we 

discussed last week – Incarnation, Indigenous and Pilgrim Principle.  Fee writes, 

Because of our tendency, rightly so, to identify personally with this material, it is easy for us to lose the perspective of 

the larger context, with its three overriding concerns:  (1) Jew and Gentile, equally disadvantaged through sin and 

thus equally advantaged through Christ, form one people of God, which means (2) that not only is there no advantage 

to Torah, but that the time of Torah has come to an end with Christ; but (3) that does not mean the righteousness has 

come to an end.  To the contrary, what the Law could not do because Sin was stronger than Law, Christ and the Spirit 

have now done.  All three of these concerns, but especially the first and third, still dominate the argument. 

This section, therefore, climaxes the soteriological [salvation] dimension of the argument that began in 1:18, and one 

can scarcely miss the crucial role played by the Holy Spirit…  The coming of the Spirit means the end of the time of 

Law (we serve God in newness of Spirit, not in oldness of mere ”letter”); the Spirit makes both Jew and Gentile God’s 

children and thus heirs together of God’s final glory; at the same time the Spirit makes possible the righteousness 

which the Law, weakened through sin and the flesh, could not; and finally the Spirit is the eschatological [end times] 

down payment, the firstfruits, of the future, including the final resurrection and glorification of the present mortal 

body.  515-516 

Herman Ridderbos in Paul: An Outline of His Theology offers us an important thought as it relates to our modern 

bent toward knowing equaling information, detached analysis, and facts: 

What prompts Paul to hark back again and again to the divine purpose is not an abstract predestinarianism or 

reference back to God’s decrees as the final cause in the chain of events, but the designation of sovereign, divine 

grace as the sole motive of his work of redemption in history…  In Romans 8:29 ff, Paul joins God’s purpose, 

predestination, calling, justification, and glorification in one indissoluble bond, this is not an abstract pronouncement 

concerning the immutability of the number of those predestined to salvation, but a pastoral encouragement for the 

persecuted and embattled church, based on the fixed character does not rest on the fact that the church belongs to a 

certain “number,” but that it belongs to Christ, from before the foundation of the world.  350 

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son… (29) 

He foreknew = proegno  [Aorist Active Indicative 3 person singular – proginosko] 

Lexicon 

[Used 5 times in NT].  (1) to know beforehand or in advance, have foreknowledge…  2 Peter 3:17, “You therefore, 

beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose 

your own stability.”  (2) Choose beforehand, Ro 8:29… 11:2, “God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.” 

and 1 Peter 1:20, “He [Christ] was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last 
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times for your sake.”  And Ac 26:5, “They have known for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that according to 

the strictest party of our religion I have lived as a Pharisee.”  866 

NIDNTT, Vol. 1 

Foreknowledge – This group of articles brings together words which denote human or divine foreknowledge, 

predestination and predetermination of future events.  Their common characteristic is the prefix pro, before, in both 

spatial and temporal significance.  The temporal component is strongest in the verb proginosko, know beforehand, 

and in the noun prognosis, foreknowledge.  692 

Classical Greek Literature:  The composite proginosko, formed from the prefix, pro-, before, and the verb ginosko, 

perceive, be acquainted with, understand, know, is attested from Euripides [Fifth century BC] onwards and means to 

know or perceive in advance, to see the future.  692 

Old Testament:  The verb proginosko, foreknow, is found in the LXX only 3 times, always without any Hebrew 

equivalent.  Two of these occurrences concern Sophia (Wisdom), conceived in personal terms…  The other reference 

concerns the foreknowledge which the Israelites in Egypt were given of the destruction of the Egyptian first-born.   

692 

New Testament:  In the NT the verb proginosko, foreknow, know beforehand or in advance, choose beforehand, is 

found 5 times.  Two occurrences are in Paul (Rom 8:29; 11:2).  Acts 26:5 speaks of a human “having known long 

since” (similarly 1 Pet 1:20; 2 Pet 3:17).  693 

In Paul the verb proginosko, foreknow, choose beforehand, demonstrates the character of God’s activity among 

men.  It assumes the aspect of a personal relationship with a group of people which originates in God himself.  Rom 

8:29 declares that those whom God “foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son”…  Thus 

in the few relevant passages the verb speaks chiefly of God’s action towards Christ or towards men, and witness to 

his activity as planned and directed.  Any interpretation in terms of an impersonal constraint (such as destiny, fate or 

doom), or of any autonomy which removes itself from the normal course of world events, would contradict the NT 

use of these words.  693 

Predestined = prohopisen  [Aorist Active Indicative 3 person singular – prohorizo] 

Lexicon 

[Used 7 times; 6 by Paul].  Decide upon beforehand, predetermine, Ro 8:30, “And those whom he predestined he also 

called...”.    Ac 4:28, [the believers in prayer] “…to do whatever hour hand and your plan had predestined to take 

place.”  1 Cor 2:7, “But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our 

glory.”  Eph 1:5, “In love he [God] predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 

will, to the praise of his glorious grace.”  Ro 8:29… and Eph 1:11 (12), “In him we have obtained an inheritance, having 

been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we 

who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.”  873 

NIDNTT, Vol. 1 
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The NT uses prohorizo, preordain, 6 times to speak exclusively of God’s decrees.  Paul uses the verb in Rom 8:29 

together with proginosko, foreknow, and prosthesis, plan, decision, in order to ground the call of God in his prior 

decree.  In verse 30 the verb is taken up again, in order to specify the end to which these dealings of God with men 

are directed, namely to justify those who are called and to give them a share in his glory.  I Cor 2:7 speaks of the 

Wisdom of God which he himself “predestined” (ESV & JB), “ordained” (AV), “decreed” (RSV) “for our glory”.  God’s 

predestination is thus described as an activity of his with men directed towards their fellowship with him…  

Essentially on the same lines is the statement in Eph 1:5, which describes sonship shared in Christ as grounded in the 

predetermining love of God.  In Eph 1:11 the verb is again used with prosthesis, plan, decree, in order to characterize 

the inheritance which Christians themselves are and which Christ has made possible.  This all derives from the will of 

God who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his will.  695-696 

Conformed = summorthous 

Lexicon 

[Used 2 times in NT both by Paul].  Pertaining to having a similar form, nature, or style, similar in form… Ro 8:29; Phil 

3:21 “The Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables 

him even to subject all things to himself.”   958 

 

And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those who 

he justified he also glorified. (30) 

Predestined = prohopisen  [Aorist Active Indicative 3 person singular – prohorizo]  

[See above, page 2] 

Called = ekalesen  [Aorist Active Indicative 3 person singular – kalew] 

Lexicon 

[Widely used word in the NT with 4 main definitions.]  (1) to identify by name or attribute, call, call by name, name…  

(2) to request the presence of someone at a social gathering, invite…  (3)  to use authority to have a person or group 

appear, summon…  (4) From the meanings ‘summon’ and ‘invite’ there develops the extended sense choose for 

receipt of a special benefit or experience, call. Ro 8:30…  502-503 

TDNT, Vol. III 

Kaleo, “to call” – found in almost all the NT writings…  In some passages in the Gospels, and comparatively frequently 

in Paul, it is God or Christ who calls.  These are the statements which have theological significance.  According to Mt 

2:15 God says, “And he arose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there 

until the death of Herod.  This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I called my son.’”   

Jesus called His disciples, Mt 4:21.  Jesus was conscious that He had come to call sinners rather than the righteous, Mt 

9:13 and par.  In Paul we often read that God calls to Himself or to the blessings of salvation, Ro 8:30 (twice) along 
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with foreknew, predestined, conformed, justified and glorified, which give us the unmistakable feel of kaleo…  In 

general we may say of our calling by God in Christ that the uniform view of Paul and his disciples is that God calls men 

in Christ through His own means and for His own purpose.  487-489 

Justified = edikaiosen  [Aorist Active Indicative 3 person singular – dikaioo] 

Lexicon 

[4 major definitions in the NT].  (1) to take up a legal cause, show justice, do justice, take up a cause…  (2) to render a 

favorable verdict, vindicate…  [Rom 8:30].  Since Paul views God’s justifying action in close connection with the power 

of Christ’s resurrection, there is sometimes no clear distinction between the justifying action of acquittal and the gift 

of new life through the Holy Spirit as God’s activity in promoting uprightness in believers.  Passages of this nature 

include Ro 3:26, 30; 4:5… 8:30, 33 (Isa 50:7-8 “But the Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame.  He who vindicates me is near.  

Who will contend with me?  Let us stand up together.  Who is my adversary?”  also Gal 3:8.  249 

Glorified = edoxasen  [Aorist Active Indicative 3 person singular – doxazo] 

NIDNTT, Vol. 2 

Two different Greek word-groups are represented by the English words glory and honour.  From classical Greek 

onwards time [not to be confused with the English word time] denoted recognition of another’s work by giving him 

the position and honours he merited.  It is always something given to God or one’s fellow-man.  Doxa is often used as 

a synonym, but in the Bible it is a quality belonging to God and is recognized by man only in response to him.  It is 

more often translated glory.  It suggests something which radiates from the one who has it, leaving an impression 

behind.  44 

Old Testament:  The concepts of doxa and doxazo were transformed in the LXX.  This is shown, for example, by the 

fact that the original meaning “opinion” is not found.  The meanings praise and honour are shared with secular 

Greek…  Doxa expresses God’s glory and power (Ps 24:7 ff.; 29:3; Isa 42:8).  In spite of the new reference of the 

words, the general structure of their meaning remains unchanged, for in LXX also they are used for appearance, i.e. 

for the manifestation of a person, with special stress on the impression this creates on others.  This aspect is essential 

for our understanding of the concept.  Behind this new meaning lies the Hebrew kabod, glory, honour.  The LXX 

represents this by doxa and gives it essentially the same meaning.  When it is used of God, it does not mean God in 

his essential nature, but the luminous manifestation of his person, his glorious revelation of himself.  44-45 

New Testatment:  Doxa is fond 165 times in the NT…  doxazo more than 60 times in all.  The meaning of doxa and 

doxazo is a continuation of the LXX usage and the underlying Hebrew…  Equally of Jewish origin is the important 

conception that believers share in the glory (Jn 17:22; 2 Cor 3:18; Rom 8:30) or will do so (Rom 8:17; 8:18, 21; 1 Cor 

2:7; 2 Cor 4:17; Phil 3:21; 1 Thess 2:12; Heb 2:10; 1 Pet 5:1, 4, 10.  The Christian hope is “the hope of glory” (Col 1:27; 

cf. Eph 1:18; 2 Thess 2:14; 2 Tim 2:10).  45-47 


