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Feast of Booths  |  Leviticus 23:33-43  |  15 & 18 August 2019 

 

The Feast of Booths or Tabernacles was the greatest of all the feasts in Israel.  It was observed at the 

end of harvest when the vats and barns were full.  Everyday work ceased for an extended period of 

seven days.  The Israelites were to journey to Jerusalem and construct make-shift dwellings, booths to 

live in for the duration.  It was a seven-day party with food, wine, dancing, singing, laughing, 

thanksgiving, remembering and anything else that would cause the people to give thanks to their great 

God. 

They were to remember they were wonderers, pilgrims in a foreign land, not unlike our ancestors in the 

Congregational Way.  Today we remember, give thanks and prepare for the future. 

Celebrating the Congregational Way 

1439 The first European printing press with moveable type was invented by German, 

Johannes Gutenberg, paving the way for Scripture to become available to people in their spoken 

languages for the first time ever – in mass.   

1517 Following Martin Luther’s 95 Thesis being nailed to the University of Wittenberg door in 

1517 the flames of protest (from which the word Protestant stems from) ragged in many areas 

of Europe including England, commonly referred to as the Reformation.   

1567 By 1567 a diversity of “Protestant” groups had formed including the separatist 

congregations in England.  

1580 One such group, after being seized and imprisoned for assembling to worship in 

England, fled to Norwich in 1580.  This small group was led by Robert Browne and labeled 

“Brownists” later to become Congregationalists. 

1604 Another small group of separatists meeting in Scrooby, England under the pastoral 

leadership of John Robinson became fed-up having to meet secretly in fear of their lives and 

committed to make a bold move. 

1607 The whole congregation, led by Robinson and Brewster, escaped to Holland, and in 1609 

settled in Layden. 

1620 A minority of the Layden congregation, through much ordeal, purchased (on credit) 

passage to a new beginning aboard the Mayflower.  William Bradford became a key leader of 

Plymouth Plantation and the Congregational Way. 

Why is this important for us today?  2020 will be the 400
th

 anniversary of the Congregational Church in 

our land.  As members of the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches it behooves us 

to remember, give thanks and gain a healthy perspective as to where we are after 400 years.  This we 

will do – together.   
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Entering the Sukkah we enter the Tabernacle, which God gave to our ancestors and remember that 

once we were aliens, wandering in the wilderness.  We enter the Tabernacle, which God gave to our 

ancestors and confess that we are still strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  143 

The Feast of Tabernacles actually has four names in Scripture—each adding to our understanding of this 

pivotal holiday.  Citations are taken from David Brickner, Christ in the Feast of Tabernacles, (Moody 

Publishers, 2006).   

The First Name: Hag Ha-Asif – The Feast of Ingathering.    

Three times you shall keep a feast to Me in the year: “You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread . . . 

and the Feast of Harvest . . . and the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you have gathered 

in the fruit of your labors from the field.  Three times in the year all your males shall appear before the 

Lord God.  Exodus 23:14-17 

This name points out that the holiday was first and foremost an agriculture festival.  Each of the three 

Aliyah festivals was linked to the harvest of crops in the land of Israel…  the Bible does not specifically 

identify the full range of that produce, but it provides clues: “You shall observe the Feast of Tabernacles 

seven days, when you have gathered from your threshing floor and from your winepress . . . because the 

Lord your God will bless you in all your produce . . . “  (Deuteronomy 16:13, 15). 

The most important of the grains or cereals were wheat and barley.  These were eaten raw, made into 

porridge, roasted or parched, or ground into flour or meal, and made into cakes or bread (leavened and 

unleavened).  In times of famine, bread was made from beans, lentils, millet and spelt.  The pulse family 

of foods included mainly lentils and coarse beans such as our kidney bean.  Other vegetables, most of 

which were eaten either raw or cooked, were squash, cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, garlic, and 

various herbs.  23 

This first name, Feast of Ingathering, encourages a proper understanding of (1) the Creator and a 

healthy stewardship of His creation; (2) the people of Israel were to be forever linked with the land God 

had promised them; and (3) true worship must include thanksgiving as a response to God’s goodness.  

(Summary from page 27) 

 

The second name: ha-Hag, or The Feast.  This was the most attended and known simply as – THE 

FEAST– of Israel in its early years.  Today, due to the Diaspora or dispersion of the Jewish people, the 

Feast is observed wherever one finds themselves.  “The Scriptures envisioned these festivals in one 

location: the Temple in Jerusalem.  You had to go there to be with Him.  This dynamic of pilgrimage, of 

journeying to be with God was implicit in the concept of ha-Hag, or The Feast.” 29 

This second name helps us understand that (1) the Feast of Tabernacles was once known as the greatest 

of Israel’s holidays.  And (2) God desires His people to leave their routines, to journey to worship, and to 

celebrate Him as a community when their work is done.  30 

The third name is Zeman Simchatenu – the season of our rejoicing.   

You shall observe the Feast of Tabernacles seven days, when you have gathered from your threshing floor 

and from your winepress.  And you shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and your daughter, your 

male servant and your female servant and the Levite, the stranger and the fatherless and the widow, who 
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are within your gates.  Seven days you shall keep a sacred feast to the Lord your God in the place which 

the Lord chooses, because the Lord your God will bless you in all your produce and in all the work of your 

hands, so that you surely rejoice.  Deuteronomy 16:13-15 

This name, Zeman Simchatenu, Season of Rejoicing, helps us to understand that (1) God wants us to 

respond with joy to His provision and His presence in our lives; (2) Our attitude in worship should be one 

of great reverence and joy.  33 

 

The Fourth Name:  Sukkot—Tabernacles.  The final name and the one that is most foundational to 

understanding this holiday is the name we use most often, Sukkot—the Feast of Booths or Tabernacles.  

In Leviticus 23 God outlined this holiday, commanding, “You shall dwell in booths for seven days.  All 

who are native Israelites shall dwell in booths, that your generations may remember that the children of 

Israel dwelt in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt” (verses 42-43).  33 

A sukkah was a kind of dwelling or shelter that shepherds would make while they watched their flocks.  

It was a temporary structure that the shepherds would tear down before moving on with their flocks to 

different pastures.  The sukkah was a symbol of wandering and of dependence on God.  34 

Ultimately, the booth serves as a powerful reminder of God’s presence with His people during those 

wilderness years…  The tabernacle taught Israel that God’s presence would be with the people wherever 

they traveled…  His promised protection would be a constant companion to His people as they 

welcomed Him into their midst.  35-36 

The name Sukkot or The Feast of Tabernacles/Booths, reminds us (1) That life is fragile and we are 

dependent upon God as the source of all blessing; (2) God has chosen to dwell in the midst of His 

people.  36 

 

 

 

 


