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This week we will be internalizing how we individually Give Glory to God.  The 

notes this week are brief,  one and a half pages, and what I would call quotable 

quotes taken from the notes through the month of May.   

Exercise:  Share how you Give Glory to God.  What prompts it in your life?  What 

thoughts below spark you to Give Glory to God?  What scriptures?  Email us, share 

on Facebook, talk to us face-to-face.   

 

Glory = kabad (Hebrew); doxa (Greek)  [Used approximately 300 times in the Old Testament.] 

Michael D. Williams, Far As the Curse Is Found, (P & R Publishing, 2005). 

Humans are called to reflect the divine presence, will, and love of the transcendent covenant Lord into 

the world.  We are to reflect, manifest, reproduce, represent, mediate, and act on behalf of God.  This is 

exactly what the verb to glorify often denotes in Scripture.  Man glorifies God by transcribing, writing 

out his character in the world in the multiplicity of our divinely designed and intended relationships.  62 

NIDNTT (New International Dictionary of the New Testament), Vol. 2 

The LXX represents this by doxa and gives it essentially the same meaning.  When it is used of God, it 

does not mean God in his essential nature, but the luminous manifestation of his person, his glorious 

revelation of himself.  45 

TDNT (Theological , Vol II 

Kabad in the Old Testament.  If in relation to man kabad [to weigh heavily] denotes that which makes 

him impressive and demands recognition, whether in terms of material possessions or striking gravitas, 

in relation to God it implies that which makes God impressive to man, the force of His self-manifestation.  
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 Century Basil of Caesarea with Timothy Parker McConnell’s dissertation Illumination in Basil 

of Caesarea’s Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, published by ProQuest in 2009.  

By focusing on the activities, wonders, and deeds of the Spirit the theologian is led not only into 

knowledge of God but a relationship of worship.  Knowledge of God comes by virtue of God’s activities, 

and these activities are not revelations of divine essence, but revelations of God’s presence.  The 



2 | P a g e  

 

Christian believer is called by these activities not to know about God (that is, to know the nature of 

divinity and glory), but to know and thus to worship God—as Basil writes, not to know what God is, but 

to know how God is in relation to us.  279-280 

NIDNTT, Vol. 2 

Doxa is found 165 times in the NT, 77 cases being in the Pauline epistles, it also figures prominently in 

the Petrine letters (15 times), the Johannine writings (John 18; Rev 17 times), and Luke (13 times)…  The 

meaning of doxa (noun) and doxazo (verb) is a continuation of the LXX [the Greek translation of the 

Hebrew Old Testament around 300 B.C.] usage and the underlying Hebrew.  45 

Doxa in the sense of God’s glory, majesty and power is pre-eminently the inheritance of the OT…  God is 

“the God of glory” (Acts 7:2), “the Father of glory” (Eph 1:17), “the majestic glory” (2 Pet 1:17).  The 

expression “the glory of God” is frequent (Matt 16:27; Acts 7:55; Rom 1:23; 6:4; Eph 3:16; 1 Tim 1:11; 

Rev 15:8).  The power of God can be mentioned along with his glory (Matt 5:13; Col 1:11; 2 Thess 1:9; 

Rev 19:1).  The concept is also applied to Christ: to his earthly life (Lk 9:32; Jn 1:14; 2:11; I Cor 2:8), his 

exalted existence (Lk 24:26; Jn 17:5; Rom 8:17; Phil 3:21; 2 Thess 2:14; I Tim 3:16), his return (Matt 

16:27; Matt 24:30; Mk 13:26, Lk 21:27; Tit 2:13; I Pet 4:13; Jude 24), to his pre-existence (Jn 12:4; 17:5) 

and also as an all-embracing epithet (Jn 17:22, 24; 2 Cor 3:18; 4:4, 6; 2 Thess 2:14; cf. I Cor 2:8).  46 

Equally of Jewish origin is the important conception that believers share in the glory (Jn 17:22; 2 Cor 

3:18; Rom 8:30 verb) or will do so (Rom 8:17; verb 8:18, 21; I Cor 2:7; 2 Cor 4:17; Phil 3:21; I Thess 2:12; 

Heb 2:10; I Pet 5:1, 4, 10).  The Christian hope is “the hope of glory” (Col 1:27; cf. Eph 1:18; 2 Thess 2:14; 

2 Tim 2:10).  46-47 

The highest duty of man is to glorify and praise God in worship, word and act (Matt 5:16; Rom 1:21; I Cor 

6:20; 10:31)…  The NT concept of glory shows an important expansion of the OT concept of kabod in 

certain directions…  In the NT glory means the divine reality or manner of existence.   Salvation lies in 

man and nature having a share in this manner of existence.  47 

Glory reveals itself from heaven, but its goal is the transfiguration of the created world and mankind.  It 

takes place in the transformed creation.  48 

 

 

 

 

 

 


