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JOSHUA 
28 October 2018 

Transitioning from one generation to another is a common journey for mankind and beautifully painted in 

the Old Testament book of Joshua.  This exciting yet tumultuous season is not easy and fraught with 

obstacles.  How are the people of Israel guided through this difficult season?  Who leads them?  What are 

the people – men, women and children – to do?  What is God’s involvement? 

This message is so very important for us today for we are caught in the throes of this swirling turmoil. 

What does tomorrow hold for Pilgrim?  Are we on the right track?  It feels uncomfortable, why?  I feel like 

I’m losing something but I can’t quite put my finger on it.  Who’s to blame?  Me?  Young people?  EPIC?  

The pastor?  God?  What am I to do?  What are we to do? 

Following our Consecration Sunday where the message and challenge was to grow in our faith and trust in 

God our Father, the season that we find ourselves in is similar to the men and women of Israel entering a 

new land filled with wonder and terror.  It is my prayer that as we humble ourselves and read and ponder 

the words of this book we will grow, we will see God on the move, in our lives, families and church.  Join 

me in this journey. 

KEY PASSAGES 

1:2 “Moses my servant is dead.  Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, 

  into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel.” 

1:4 “From the wilderness… as far as the great river, the Euphrates… to the Great Sea toward the 

  going down of the sun shall be your territory.” 

1:5 “No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life.” 

1:7 “Be strong and very courageous…  Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you 

  may have good success, wherever you go.” 

1:8 “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth… For then you will make your way 

  prosperous, and then you will have good success.” 

1:9 “Be strong and courageous.  Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your 

  God is with you wherever you go.” 

1:10 And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, “Pass through the midst of the camp and 

 command the people, ‘Prepare your provisions, for within three days you are to pass over this 

 Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the Lord your God is giving you to possess.’” 
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1:13 “Remember the word that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, ‘The Lord 

  your God is providing you a place of rest and will give you this land.’” 

1:14 Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land that Moses gave you 

 beyond the Jordan, but all the men of valor among you shall pass over armed before your 

 brothers and shall help them. 

1:16 And the people answered Joshua, “All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever 

 you send us we will go.” 

ESV [English Standard Version] Student Study Bible, (Crossway, 2011). 

Joshua records part two of God’s grandest work of redemption in the OT period.  In part one (the 

Pentateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers & Deuteronomy), the Lord redeemed his people out of 

slavery in Egypt and formalized his covenantal love for them at Sinai.  Moses led the people during that 

time.  Now in part two, under the leadership of Joshua, the Lord brings his people into the Land of 

Promise and gives them rest…  The Lord’s continuing presence as the key to strength and courage (see 

1:5, 9).  281 

The book of Joshua recounts Israel’s conquest of the land of Canaan under Joshua’s command (1406-1220 

B.C.).  The book opens with Joshua being commissioned by the Lord as the leader of the Israelites.  It tells 

of his victories over the Canaanite kings and how he allotted the land of Canaan among the tribes of 

Israel.  The book ends with Joshua encouraging the people to remain faithful to the Lord.  282 

The promise first given to Abraham (Gen 12:1-3) included three key elements: family (Abraham’s 

descendants would become a great nation); blessing (Abraham’s descendants would enjoy the blessings 

of covenant relationship with the Lord and would in turn be a blessing to the nations); and land (Gen 

12:1, 5-7; 15:18).  The dominant theme of the book of Joshua is the Lord’s faithfulness in fulfilling all his 

“good promises” (Josh 21:45), especially the promise of land (1:6; 21:43).  283 

The C. S. Lewis Bible, (Harper One 2010).  

Be Strong and Courageous 

When a thing has to be attempted, one must never think about possibility or impossibility.  Faced with an 

optional question in an examination paper, one considers whether one can do it or not: faced with a 

compulsory question, one must do the best one can.  You may get some marks for a very imperfect 

answer: you will certainly get none for leaving the question alone.  Not only in examinations but in way, in 

mountain climbing, in learning to skate, or swim, or ride a bicycle, even in fastening a stiff collar with cold 

fingers, people quite often do what seemed impossible before they did it.  It is wonderful what you can 

do when you have to. 

We may, indeed, be sure that perfect chastity—like perfect charity—will not be attended by any merely 

human efforts.  You must ask for God’s help.  Even when you have done so, it may seem to you for a long 

time that no help, or less help than you need, is being given.  Never mind.  After each failure, ask 
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forgiveness, pick yourself up, and try again.  Very often what God first helps us towards is not the virtue 

itself but just this power of always trying again.  For however important chastity (or courage, or 

truthfulness, or any other virtue) may be, this process trains us in habits of the soul which are more 

important still.  It cures out illusions about ourselves and teaches us to depend on God.  We learn, on the 

one hand, that we cannot trust ourselves even in our best moments, and, on the other, that we need not 

despair even in our worst, for our failures are forgiven.  The only fatal thing is to sit down content with 

anything less than perfection.  Page 228, from Mere Christianity 

 

 

 


