
Serve 
Romans 12:9-21  |  4 & 7 October 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

As each week unfolds I begin by studying key words from the biblical text from Theological 

Dictionaries followed by musing and praying about the subject at hand.  Then begins the dance of 

connecting with contemporary scholars that bring greater clarity to the subject as it relates to our 

time and lives.  Some weeks this come easy, others far more difficult and time consuming.  This week 

– with the subject being Challenge to Serve - it was simple.  This 

subject is dear to my life and in a recent 1118 page contribution to 

Theologian John M. Frame, Ester Lightcap Meek (my favorite 

author) penned an article titled “Servant Thinking.”  In it she 

begins “All my life, it seems, I have wanted to understand human 

knowing in the context of submission to the Lord of Scripture.  I 

need not cast that in a past tense; it continues!  It still seems to 

me that I need study no other thing besides knowing!  Knowing knowing gives me the world.  A key 

difference between the past and the present, however, is that anxiety has turned into delightful 

adventure.”  611 

 

John J. Hughes, Ed., Speaking the Truth In Love: The Theology of John M. Frame, (P&R 

Publishing, 2009). 

Frame strove to develop an account of “servant thinking.”  All of life is about knowing God as Lord.  

This is literally true!  For everything that exists, from least to greatest, exists by virtue of being 

convenantally known, and thus constituted as real, by God.  That is what the covenantal lordship of 

God entails.  All that is known into existence by him is thereby dependent on him, existing for his 

praise, before his gaze in interpersonal relationship with one who both transcends (in authority and 

power) and is near (in intimate solidarity)—as the best sort of father-child relationship, the best sort 

of king-subject relationship.  Created reality just is this covenant relationship with the Lord.  Creation 

knows God as Lord, or it doesn’t exist!  614 

God is there in Frame.  It is the covenant nearness and solidarity of the authoritative and powerful 

heavenly Father, whose knowing us constitutes us and then redeems us.  At the end of the day, there 

is something bigger, for me and for John Frame, than knowing.  For knowing is itself one perspective 

of three that mutually constitute the interpersonal covenant that is reality.  It is one view onto the 

full-orbed relationship that makes us, sustains us, redeems us, and binds us to the Lord of all.  627 

 

 

“All of life is  

about knowing God 

as Lord.” 
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Serving requires relationship; Christ followers serve the living God, our Father.  It is this relationship 

that dictates our service.  We begin with a New Testament scripture and then quote Craig 

Bartholomew in his book Where Mortals Dwell: A Christian View of Place for Today, (Baker Academic, 

2011): 

Paul, a doulos of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which 

he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his Son, 

who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of 

God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 

obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations.  Romans 1:1-5 

The “obedience of faith” has in view the restoration of the whole of human life.  H. Ridderbos calls 

this “totalitarian character of the new obedience . . . the most essential and characteristic feature” of 

Paul’s theology.  An important clue to just what “obedience” involves for Paul is given in his 

description of himself as a doulos Christou, a “slave of Christ.”  The background here is that of the 

Old Testament rather than Hellenism [the Greek word for Greek], and in the LXX [the Greek 

translation of the OT around 300 B. C.] the verbal form of doulos “is in fact the commonest 

expression for the service of God in the sense of total allegiance and not just isolated acts of 

worship.”  123-124 

Faithful service presupposes humility in the one who serves as the inferior, in contrast to pride.  He 

who serves is in a position of dependence and his freedom is limited.  The Bible, however, makes it 

clear that a man who has been freed from the dominion of sin and the law finds true freedom in the 

service of God, which implies service for his fellow-men as well.  The varieties of such service are 

expressed by three Greek word-groups.  Leitourgeo originally expressed voluntary service for the 

political community, and then priestly service in the cultus.  Latreuo primarily stresses details of the 

cultus, but is then used for the inner attitude of worship.  Diakoneo and its derivatives, as their 

etymology suggests, are used mainly for personal help to others.  NIDNTT, Vol. 3, p. 544 

 

Philip Turner, Christian Ethics and the Church, (Baker Academic, 2015). 

“The way” Christians follow is part of culture and must be learned in the same way one learns a 

language—by participation and imitation.  As a prime example, I cite St. Benedict [early 6th century], 

who understood each monastic community as a “school for the service of the Lord.”  The school 

belonged to Christ, and in it monks received grace and instruction through which they learned a new 

form of life—one that manifests love of God and love of neighbor.  He believed these graces could 

be acquired only by living over a protracted period of time with others who adopt similar practices 

and have similar goals.  Hence, central to his monastic discipline was the vow of stability.  This vow 

requires each monk to remain in place for the remainder of his life.  In this way, no monk can escape 

the demanding and often annoying presence of other monks.  Here, in the give and take of a daily 

round of work, study, and prayer, one learns charity and a new way of life.  180 

By placing the search for perfection in love within a communal setting, the monastic communities of 

his followers transformed the face of Europe by their example.  181 


