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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
38 “You have heard the law that says the punishment must match the injury: ‘An eye 
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’[a] 39 But I say, do not resist an evil person! If 
someone slaps you on the right cheek, offer the other cheek also. 40 If you are sued 
in court and your shirt is taken from you, give your coat, too. 41 If a soldier demands 
that you carry his gear for a mile,[b] carry it two miles. Matthew 5:38-41 
 
These famous words from Jesus in the Beattitudes have been quoted endless times 
over the past 2,000 years. They’ve been a response to our kids being bullied, support 
for banning capital punishment, and even a reason for people to endure atrocious 
abuse and violence. While some of the applications have been truly revolutionary, 
others have resulted in unexpected negative consequences. 
 
“Many otherwise devout Christians simply dismiss Jesus’ teachings about 
nonviolence out of hand as impractical idealism. And with good reason. “Turn the 
other cheek” has come to imply a passive, doormatlike quality that has made the 
Christian way seem cowardly and complicit in the face of injustice. “Resist not evil” 
seems to break the back of all opposition to evil and to counsel submission. “Going 
the second mile” has become a platitude meaning nothing more than “extend 
yourself” and appears to encourage collaboration with the oppressor. Jesus’ 
teaching, viewed this way, is impractical, masochistic, and even suicidal—an 
invitation to bullies and spouse-batterers to wipe up the floor with their supine 
Christian victims. Jesus never displayed that kind of passivity. W hatever the source 
of the misunderstanding, such distortions are clearly neither in Jesus nor his 
teaching, which, in context, is one of the most revolutionary political statements ever 
uttered...If anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also" (Matt. 5:39b). 
You are probably imagining a blow with the right fist. But such a blow would fall on 
the left cheek. To hit the right cheek with a fist would require the left hand. But the 
left hand could be used only for unclean tasks; at Qumran, a Jewish religious 
community of Jesus' day, to gesture with the left hand meant exclusion from the 
meeting and penance for ten days. To grasp this you must physically try it: how 
would you hit the other's right cheek with your right hand? If you have tried it, you 
will know: the only feasible blow is a backhand. The backhand was not a blow to 
injure, but to insult, humiliate, degrade. It was not administered to an equal, but to 
an inferior. Masters backhanded slaves; husbands, wives; parents, children; Romans, 
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Jews. The whole point of the blow was to force someone who was out of line back 
into place. By turning the cheek, the servant makes it impossible for the master to 
use the backhand again: his nose is in the way. And anyway, it's like telling a joke 
twice; if it didn't work the first time, it simply won't work. The left cheek now offers a 
perfect target for a blow with the right fist; but only equals fought with fists, as we 
know from Jewish sources, and the last thing the master wishes to do is to establish 
this underling's equality. This act of defiance renders the master incapable of 
asserting his dominance in this relationship. He can have the slave beaten, but he 
can no longer cow him. By turning the cheek, then, the "inferior" is saying: "I'm a 
human being, just like you. I refuse to be humiliated any longer. I am your equal. I 
am a child of God. I won't take it anymore."   
The Powers that Be: Theology for a New Millennium, Walter Wink, 1998  
 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Makoto Fujimura spoke about the power of creative thinking early on in the book, 
Culture Care. So, to think “culture care” is simply another way to stay passive about 
the issues within culture, would simply miss a major aspect of Jesus’ teachings. We 
are talking about a third way. Something beyond violence or non-violence. 
Something that brings us out of our tendencies to think us vs. them, to a more 
expansive, generative mindset. 
 
“Such an [expansive vision of life through beauty or creativity] is by its nature a 
challenge to dictators and totalitarian regimes--a threat to those whose power 
depends on holding humanity at the level of survival or, worse, on eliminating 
diverse elements from societies. Artists and other generative people can sense 
dehumanizing trends quickly, and this is why they are often targeted by autocrats. 
But artists ultimately can reveal new facets of human flourishing even in the midst 
of tragedy or horror, pointing toward hope and meaning.” P. 23 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Generative people find creative ways to bring back dignity to people who need it 
most. Rosa Parks was a civil rights activist who refused to surrender her seat to a 
white passenger on a segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama. Her defiance 
sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott; its success launched nationwide efforts to 
end racial segregation of public facilities.  Rosa did not act in sheer violence, yet she 
also did not passively avoid confrontation. This defiant act was a third way, and it was 
extremely effective.  
 
“In the 1980s, whilst the Berlin Wall remained standing, it was the defiance of the 
artists who marked it with powerful paintings that changed the world. Since the fall 
of the wall in 1990, the artists who covered it have changed the meaning of the wall 



from struggle, restriction and hardship to beauty, freedom and expression.” Voice 
Magazine, by Mary Strickson 
 
It’s the artists and the generative people who help us to see what needs to be 
changed or preserved. They become like a sociological gas gauge, reminding us 
when our tanks have run close to empty, and providing the fuel to help us move 
forward again. Painting, singing, baking, dancing, performing, listening, seeing, 
forgiving - all generative acts that give us hope in the most desperate seasons of life. 


