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Strong & Courageous  |  2 Chronicles 32:7-8  |  19 February 2017 

Strong  =  hazaq (Hebrew);  ischys (Greek) 

NOTE:  Refers to exercising our capacities. 

NIDNTT, Vol. 3 

In Classical Literature ischyo means to be able to do something, be capable of, have the ability to, be 

strong, healthy.  712 

In the Old Testament LXX ischys translates 30 Hebrew words altogether meaning strength, power, 

might. 713 

This group of words is found in almost all the New Testament writings and refers to the strength and 

power of living creatures…  The particular translation depends on the nuances of the context.  Peter (Mk 

14:37) and the disciples (Matt 26:40) have to answer the question “Are you not able to watch with me 

one hour?”  Men are called upon to love God with all their strength (Mk 12:30).  Salt which has lost its 

taste is fit for nothing (Matt 5:13).  In Lk 15:14 the famine is described as great.  The prayer of a 

righteous man has great power in its effects (Jas 5:16).  713 

TDNT, Vol. III 

The word group ischy has the meaning “to be able,” “to be capable,” “capacity,” “power,” “strength.”  It 

is largely co-extensive with duva [dynamite, power] and the derivatives overlap.  In the case of ischy 

there is more emphasis on the actual power implied in ability or capacity, i.e., on the power which one 

possesses, for the stem is linked with isch – echo (I am).  397 

The source of all Paul’s capacity in face of the reality of human life is Christ “I can do all things through 

him who strengthens me” (Phil 4:13).  He who is in Christ partakes of a power which makes all things 

possible.  Here, then, is the source of the Christian’s power.  398  

Courageous = amats (Hebrew) 

Strongs Exhaustive Concordance 

Courageous – to be alert, be courageous (of good courage, steadfastly minded, strong, stronger), 

establish, fortify, harden, increase, prevail, strengthen (self), make strong.  14 

 

Campbell, Paul and Union with Christ (2012) 

Ephesians 6:10 

Finally, be strengthened [dunamos – dynamite, power] by the Lord and by His vast strength [ischyo]. 
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Is strengthened is understood as passive in voice—translated as be strengthened—in the Lord is most 

naturally understood as instrumental, as rendered above: be strengthened by the Lord.  This is plausible, 

especially given the second half of the verse in which believers are to be strengthened not only by the 

Lord, but also by his vast strength.  If, however, strengthened is understood as middle in voice—

translated as be strong—then the phrase in the Lord has a few possible senses, the most likely of which 

is the expression of union.  Under this reading, believers are closely associated or connected to the Lord 

and his vast strength and are commanded to be strong by virtue of that association; they are to be 

strong in the Lord and in his vast strength…  The sense of the instruction, then, is that believers are to be 

strong by virtue of their union with Christ: they are to be strong in the Lord and in his vast strength.  The 

ensuing passage teases out what that entails when it comes to spiritual warfare; through their union 

with Christ, believers share in his armour and have solidarity with him in battle.  151-153 

 

NOTE:   “Not my will but Thine be done.”   “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”  I Corinthians 1:18 

 

 

 

 


